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VOL. XI ALR CORPS NEWS NO, 6 
Information Division i a Munitions Building 
Air Corps May 14, 1927, Washington, D.C. 








The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard 
and others connected with aviation, 


MANY CHANGES IN STATION OF AIR CORPS PERSONNEL 


The coming summer will see many changes in station of Army Air Corps personnel, 
this being ocexsioned by the definite steps taken to carry into effect the first 
increment of the five year =“ Nsion program of the Army Air Corps, embodied in 
the Air Corps act evproved July 2, 1925. 

The estaviishment of an additional Primary Flying School e% March Field, 
Rivetside, Caiif., has made i+ necessary to effect a chenge of scenery for nine 
squadrons and two phote sections. Orders have alreddy been issued ty the War De- 
partzent for the movement of the llth Bombardment Squadron from Lengley Field to 
Mareh Field. This organization will sail from Norfolk, Ve., on the May 18th 
transport. 

Other organizations slated to go to March Field along about the middle of June 


are 
95th Pursuit Squadron From Selfridge Field, Mt.Clemens, Mich. 
70th Service Squadron 2 Kelly Field, Texas. 
44th Observation Squadron . Post Field. Fert Sill, Okla. 
23rd Photo Section " Post Fiela. Fort Sill, Okla. 
47th School Squacron “ Brooks Field, Texas. 


It is expected that the 95th Pursuit Squadron and the 44th Observation Squadroy 
will be made,inactive shortly after arrival at March Field and become the 53rd Schoc.. 
Squadron and Headquarters 13th Pursuit Group. 

The 15th Observation Sauadron, stationed at Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., for = 
number of years, will proceed to Kelly Field for station on or about June 20th. It 
is expected that wes organization will be made inactive shortly after arrival at 
its new station anti become the 48th School Squadron, 

The 99th Observation Squadron from Bolling Field, 5.C., is scheduled to go to 
Kelly Field, Texes, on or about June 20vh, 

The sath Observation Squadron, stationed at Vrig 
for Brooks Field, Texas, its new station, on May 4th. 

rooks Field will be the new home of the 50th Observation Squadron and the 20ti 
Photo Section from Langley Field, Va., on or about Juno 22nd. It is contemplated 
placing the 50th Observation Squadron on inactive status, the members thereof to be 
assigned to the 52nd School Squadron, 

The enlisted men of the various organizations listed above will proceed to the 
stations specified in their authorized cradés and ratings, In the movement of these 
troops no organizational equipment will be carried, : 

The following-namwed officers will accompany their organizations to the new 
stations; 


ht Field, Fairfield,Ohio, left 


2nd Lieut. Wm. G,. Plummer, 95th Pursuit Squadron To March Field 
“* Ist Lieut, Cornelius J:, Kenny, 44th Obs. Squadron ‘ March Field 
2nd Lieut. Leo H, Dawson, 15th Obs. Squadron , Kelly Field 
lst Lieut. Byron T. Burt, 50th Obs, Squadron ” Brooks Field 
lst Lieut. Alfred Lindeburg, llth Bomb. Squadron “ March Field 


end Lieut. Robert L,. Brookings, 99th Obs. Squadron " Kelly Field 

In addition to. the officers now at March Field, or under orders to proceed to 
that station, viz: Major Millard F. Harmon (who is to be the Commanding Officer), 
Major Carlyle H. Wash, Lieuts. Earle H. Tonkin, A.C. Kincaid, RB. Walker and H.B. 
Chandler, and the officers nemed above who will accompany their organizations, 23 
afficers are under orders to proceed to Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, reporting 
to the Commanding Officer thereof not later then June 30th for temporary duty for 
the purpose of undergoing a special course of instruction for instructors, They 
will be relieved at such time as will enable them to’ proceed to March Field, re- 
porting to the Commanding Officer thereof not later than September 15th. 

A total of 30 officers have been relieved from their present stations and are 
under orders to proceed to Brooks Field, reporting not later than June 30, 1927, to 
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Juze 2uth for dutz: 
To Maren Field, Riverside, Calif. 
Captain Byrne V, Beucom From Bolling Field, D.C. 
lst Lieyvt. John S. Gullet " " " " 
end Licut. Georse L, Murs "ay ad " “ ° 
~S% Lieut. Frederick Yon HK, Kimble x Selfridge Field, Mich. 
is; Lieut. Paul L. Williams a Lengley Field, Va. 
ist Laicut. Byron T. Burt " tt " " 
end Lieut. Patrick W. Timberlake . 4 " " 
and Lieut. Wallace 5. Da-vson " " " " 
end Licut. Dixon M. Allison " " " " 
and lievt. John D. Duiligen . Aberdeen, Md. 
end Lieut. James Hervins, Jr. " " " 
let Lieut. Cherles McK. Robinson * Fort Crockett, Texas. 
end Lisut. Edger T T. Noyes wt a i tt 
2nd Lisut. Earl We. bernes t i" 1 uw 
end Lieut. Hoyt 5. Vandenbere 7 . ‘ ° 
Ceptain L.N. Keesling ad Mitchel Field, Note 
lst Lieut. Arthur Le McCullough ° ' 7 
2nd Lieut. Walter ¢. Waite " " " " 
2nd Lieut. George E. Yerry % aeaeny Field, Calif. 
2nd Lieut. Ralph E. Fisher ? -shall Field Ft Riley Kans. 
2nd Lieut. James VM. Levans re ig 
lst Lieut. Aubrey Hornsuy Maxwell Field, Alabama. 
Captain Edwal KH. Edvards ” Q.C.A .C . Washington ,D Ce 
lst Lieut. Earl 5. Hoag wil “ . 
To March Field, Celif. direct. 
lst Lieut. Milo N. Clark Hawaiian Department. 
Warrant Officer Harrison Billingsley Panama Canal Department. 
To Brooks Fieid, San Antonio, Teras 
2nd Lieut. Charles 43. Deerwester From Seifridge Field, hate 
2nd Lieut. Clifford P, Bradley . ‘ 
2nd Lieut. Lawrence %. Biliott+ ° 5 r , 
2nd Lieut. John T. Sprague ‘ Lengley Field, Va. 
2nd Lieut. Elmer J. Rogers, Jr. ai . % ” 
2nd: Lieut, Alva L, Harvey “ . 43 “ 
end Lieut. Bernard A. Bridget - ” . x 
end Lieut. John R. Hawkins " - “i . 
2nd Lieut. James W. Spry ‘i Fort Crockett, Texas. 
2nd Lieut. Robert W. Harper " . + a 
2nd Lieut. John F. Guilleit bes ° r. . 
2nd Lieut, William E, Baker . . 9 ™ 
lst Lieut. Edmund C, Lanzmead vs Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 
2nd Lieut. Harvey R. Ogden " " w 
ist Lieut. James Flenvery 1. Wright Field,. Dayton, Ohio. 
2nd Lieut. Francis E. Cheatle oa . Poe: .™ 
2nd Lieut. Thomas J. Holmes - Mitchel. Field, a 
2nd Lieut. Donald F. Fritch ii ' 
2nd Lieut, Albert F. Glenn “ ™ ‘ : 
2nd Lieut. Glenn L. Davasher ad Fort Sill, Okla. 
end Lieut. Walter G,. Bryte, Jr, 0 Crissy Field, Calif. 
2nd Lieut. Rus gpg E. Randall ” Marshall Field, Kansas. 
2nd Lieut. Harvey F. Dyer “ ft ° . 
lst Licut. Oscar L. Rogers a Maxwell Field, Ala. 
2nd Lievt. Robert D. Knapp . al » ” 
and Lieut. Cleire Stroh ° * . “ 
2nd Lieut. Arthur J. Lehman " " " " 
2nd Lieut. Joseph C.A. Denniston “ ? " a 
lst Lieut. Alfred E. Waller . Middletowmm, Pa.-A.I.D. 
2nd Lieut, Signa A. Giikey af Chanute Field, Ill. 
Additional. Officers assigned to Brooks “ield 
lst Lieut. Courtland M. Brown From Hawaiian Department 
lst Lieut. Richard H. Magee al " " " 
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Texes, being under 














To Brooks Field (Continued) 

r ist Lieut. Albert C. Foulk row Hoewailan Department. 
ist Lieut. Robin A, Day ie anama Canal Department, 
ist Lisut. Max ¥. Schneider " . 4 * 
ist Lisut. Sismund F, Lenders * McCook Fieid, Ohio. 


TO Keily 3 Field,San Antonio, Texas. 








ist Lieut. Arthur G. Ligcett From Selfridge Field, 1, Mich. 

and Lieut. Carl J. Crane rt " " 

2nd Lisut. Lee Geklbach " tt s * 

2nd Lisut. Clarence S. Irvine ‘“ ” ” 

2nd Tisut. Leonard H. Redieck ° " we " 

ist Lieut. Thaa VY. Foster = Langley Field, Va. 

ist Lieut. Harry F. Colliver ” * 

ist: Lieut, Wm. A. Havward . = ‘ 

2uc wisut., Elmer T, Rundquist ” " a 

2né Lieut. Thomas M. Lowe ” ° " 

anc. Lieut. Wm. Dd, Olé " Maxwell Field, Ala. 

ist Lieut. Raph F. Stearley ¥s Fort Crockett, Texas. 

lst Lieut. voir A. Lundell . * ~ 

lst Lieut. Arthur Thouas ” Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

enc Lieut. Ctto P. Weylend " « = 

lst Lieut. Clarence P. Talbot _ Wright Field, Ohio. 

lst Lieut. Jasper K. MeDuffie - Mitchel. Fieid, N.Y. 

lst Lieut. Donald G,. Stitt ™ Fort Sill, Okla. 

lst Lieut. harold A. Moore ha Crissy Field, Calif. 

lst Lieut. John R. Glascock ” ” as 

lst Lieut. Alired L. Jevett ” Marshall Field, Kansas, 

lst Lieut. Frank L. Cool: ” Middlatow,Pa.e A.I.D. 
Adcitional Officers assirned to feliv #ield 

Captain Arthur E. Easterbrook From Spolene ,Wosn.National Guard Instr, 

Captain Thomas Boland ” . Marshall Field, Karsas. 


Quite a number of changes in officer personnel on duty in the Cffice Chief of 
Air Corps, Washington, D.C., will teke place this summer, as suymearized below: 


oO 


To Office Chiei of Air Corps weshangtoa . 








Major Frank M. Kennedy From — necriag Senool, MeCook Field. 
Captain Charles B.B. Bubb ° Ta¢uical Schocl, Langley Field. 
Captain Thomas W, Hastey * Hdqes. &th Corps Area,San Antonio. 
ist Lieut. Donald 5B, Fhiilips % McCook Field, Dayton ,Ohio. 


Captains Bubs and Hastey will be assigned to duty in the Training and War 
Plans Division; Major Kennedy to Buildings and Grounds Section and Lieut. Phillips 
o the new inspection Division. 

Mejor Clarence L, Tinker, lately Assistant Military Attache at London, Eng., 
was recently assisned to the Inspection Division. 
Major D.B. Netherwood, now attending the Harvard University, is scheduled to 
be assigned as Chief of the Finance Section. 


ct 


Relief of Officers from Office Chief of Air Coros © 





Major Shepler W. Fitzgerald, T.4.P.Div. To Brooks Field as Commanding Officer. 
Major Robert LeG.Walsh,Chief, Inf.Div. " Tactical School, Langley Field, 
Captain Robert Oldys,7.2W-?P ak ision ” . ” ” ‘a 
Captain Donald Wilson ,T.a4W.P. Division ‘s Philippine Department 
Captain Frank W. Wright , Chief, Buildings & 

Grounés Section ss Army Industrial College 
Captain Idwal H. Edwards ,Asct.Executiv “ March Field, Calif. 
ist Lieut. L.D. Sciul.2,T.4W.P Div. ae Svifridge Field, Mich. 
ist Lieut. Earl S. Eoag, T.aW.P.Div. * Merch Field, Calif. 


To Tactical School ,Langley Field,¥a,, Class s farting _Sert. 1, 1927. 








fajor Robert LeG.Walsh From .0.0.A.C.,Wasnington,d.0. 
Captain Robert Oldys ; * . a 7. 
Major Frank M. Andrews . Comdt. A.¥.S°,Kelly Field, Texas. 
Mejor John F, Curry " — - Mefock Field, Dayton, Ohic. 
Major George H. Brett " Chief ,Field Serv.Sec. ,Fairfield,O. 
Major Harrison H.C .Richards * 0.0. Maxwell Field,Ala. 
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To Tactical Se hook, Langley Field, Va,.(Continued) 













Captein Richard E, gaia ror 44%+h i al Sill, Okla, 
Mejor Junius W. Jones ad Langley Field, Va 
Major Martin F. Scenion a Asst. Military A tache Rome ,Itely, 
Major Roy 3. Brown 9 Kelly Field, Texas. 
Assignuent of Greduetes of Air Corps Tactical School 
ilajor Oscar Westover To Comzand & Generel Staff School. 
Major Robert 2.M. Goolrick . ‘ , ‘ 
Major Ira A. Reder " " " " 
Major Eugene A, Lohman . . ws - 
Major Follett Bradley " ” " 
iiajor Raiph Royce " - “ . 
Wajor Amoli N; Xrogstad Sick -- not assigned 


Captain Robert C. Candee To Comuand & General Staff School. 
Gantain Charles B.b, Bubb “ 0.C.A.C.,Washington ,D.C, 
ist Lieut. Martinus Stenseth . Cavalry School,Fort Riley ,Kansas. 


To Command and General Staff School ,Ft. Leavenworth, Sept. 1927. 

















Hajor Lewis K. Brereton From Langley Field, Va. 
hiajor Oscar Westover " 
Major Robert E.M. Goolrick ‘ r ‘ 
Major Ira A. Rader " . - 
Major Eugene A, Lohman 4 ” ‘i 
Major Follett Béadley 4 ” m6 
Major Ralph napee . . “i 
Captain Robert C. Candee , “ “ 
Captain Lynwood B, Jacobs + Infantry School ,Ft.Benning,Ga. 
Captain Wn.E. Farthing " Field Art.School,Ft.Sill,Okla, 
Assignment of Graduates of Engineering School ,licCook Field, 
Major Frank M. Kennedy To 0.C.A.c., Washington,).C. 
Captain Oliver P. Echols 9s McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio. 
Lst Lieut, Grandison Gerdner ” bis: ” ” 
ena Lieut. Will Ws: White = ws, Pre, : 
lst Lieut. Wm.J. Flood “ Langley Field, Va. 
lst Lieut. John P. Richter " Fairfield,O.Air Int. Depot. 
2nd Lieut. Lloyd E, Hunting ws Kelly Field, Texas. 
lst Lieut. Howard 2. Bogert - Buffalo,N.Y.,Curtiss Factory,as 
Air Corps Representative. 
ist Lieut. Edmund P. Gaines . Unassigned. 
To Army War Collece, Washington,D.C. 
Major L.W.McIntosh From Washington ,Chief Materiel Liaison 
Section, 
Col. Chalmers G. Hall . Air Oificer,6th Corps Area ,Chicago 
Assignment of Graduates of Army War College 
Lieut.-Col. Ira F,. Fravel To C.0. Middletown Air Int.Depot ,Pa. 
Maior John B, Brooks “ General Staff, War Department. 
To Army Industrial Collece ,Vashincton 
Captain Frank W. Wright From Office,Chief of Air Corps , Washing? 
lst Lieut. Arthur J. Melanson - Philippine Department 
lst Lieut. Joseph L. Stromme os Wright Field, Feirfield,Ohio, 


Changes in Commend of Air Corps Stations 

Middletowm Air Intermediate Depot -- Lieut.-Col. Ira ¥, Fravel to assume command 
upon graduation from Army War Collegs ,Washington,vice Major W.R. Weaver, as- 
signed to command Maxwell Field, Ala. 

Kelly Field, Texas -- Major James E, Chaney to be Commendant of Advanced Flring 
School, vice Major Frank M, Andrews, assigned as student at Air Corps Tactic: 
School, Langley, Field, Va. 

Brooks Field, Texas -- Major S.W. Fitzgerald, now on duty in Office Chief of Air 
Corps, Washington, to assume command, vice Major James E. Chaney, assign d 
as Commandant of Advanced Flyin Schook, Kelly Field, 

Maxwell Field, Montgomery Ala.-=- Major WR. Yeaver to assume command, vice Major 
H.H.C,. Richards,assigned as stucent at Tactical School, Langley Field. 
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Other Station Assignments 





Name From To 

lst Lt. Wa. Tornbull Tewaiian Devartment Scott Field, Ill. 

lst Lt. Guy L. McNeil Chamate Field, I11. 
lst Lt. Bennett &. Meyers , 

Capt. Louis R. Knight Philippine Department ss 
Ist Lt. Richard H. Magee Hawaiian Department . 

lst Lt. Walter 3B. Hough Panama Canal Department Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Ist Tt. Oliver K. Robbins Crissy Field, Calif. 
lst Lt. Harry H. Mills Philippine Department Middletown, Pa. A.I.D. 
lst Lt. John H. Gerdrer Panama Canal Devartment 


Captain Robert Kauch 


lst 


Capt. Earlsy E.W. Duncan 
Captain Harry C. Drayton 


ead Lt. Russell Scott 
eud Lt. Richard E. Cobb 
lst Lt. C.V. Haynes 

lst 

end Lt. Rowland Kieburtz 
lst Lt. Lucas VY. Beau 
Captain Otto G. Trunk 


lst 


Field, Fairfield, Ohio, on May 4th for station at Brocks Ficld, iezas. Tats 


Lt. Albert C. Foulk 


Lt. Edward L. Fernsten Brooks Field, Texas 
Brooks Field, Texas 


Lt. H.G. Woodwerd 


Philiopine Dovartment 
Hawaiian Devartment 4 
Cavalry School, Ft. Riley 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Boston Airoort, Mass. 
Crissy Field, Calif. 


Philippins Department 


Bolling Field 
Chanute Field, Ill. 


Fairfield, Ohio,A.I.D. 
McCook Field, Dayton,0. 


Hqrs. 6th Corns Area. 
Hawaiian Department 
Pope Field, Ft.Bragg,N.C. 
Langley Field, Va. 
Spokane, Wash. Instructor 
National Guard. 
Ft. Sam Houston, Texas 
Kelly Ficld for observa- 
tion course, A.F.S. 
Letterman Hospital, San 
Francisco, then to 
Crissy Field for duty. 
San Antonio Air Int.Depot 
Harvard University 


Officers Relieved from Dotail -in Air Coros 








Cantain Richard 3B. Willis To. Field Art. 2nd Div. Fort Sam Houston, Texas 
Captain John W. Thomson tt infantry, * * Ss. % n e 
Captain Raloh pm Love u Ww t + Hi it iu vw 
Cantain James P. Lyons . e4th Infantry, Fort Benning, Ga. 
Captain Graeme G. Parks “s Infantry, Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 
Captain John A. Whecler ad Ordnance Dept., Fort Eustis, Va. 
Captain John T. Murray . Infantry, 2nd Div. Fort Sam Houston, Texas 
lst Lt. Birnie L. Brunson " Fort Sam Houston, Texas 
lst Lt. Roy P. Huff id Field Art. 2nd Div. Fort Sam Houston, Texas 
lst Lt. Harold A. Willis . Savanna, Ill. Ordnance Reserve Depot 
lst Lt. Harold J. Guernsey " 83rd Field Art. Fort Benning, Ga. 
lst Lt. Bruce C. Hill . ena Engineers, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas 
lst Lt. Gervais W. Tritchel id 6lst Coast Art., Fort Monroe, Va. 
lst Lt. John F. Pahlke n 2oth Infantry, Douglas, Arizona 
lst Lt. Russell C. Winchestor ° Sra@ Cavalry, Fort Ethan Allen, Vt. 
end Lt. John P. Woodbridse ” Field Art., Fort Sam Houston, Texas 
end Lt. Dalies J. Oyster ® 18th Ficld Art., Fort Sill, Okla. 
end Lt. Ransom G. Amlong . Q-M.C., Cemo Normoyle, Texas 
end Lt. Raymond D. Palmer “ l2th Cavalry, Fort Ringsold, Texas 
end Lt. Wa. M. Creasy, Jr. w 4th Ficla Art., Fort McIntosh, Texas 
ena Lt. Josiah Ross ¥ Infantry, Fort Sam Houston, Toxas 
end Lt. Charles W. McGeehan " Sth Coast Art., Ft. Winfield Scott, Calif. 
end Lt. Robert R. Martin ° 17th Infantry, Fort Des Moines, Iowa. 
end Lt. Henry L. Eughes a 2nd Div., Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 
end Lt. Donald Dunford n 17th Infantry, Fort Des Moines, Iowa 
Promotion 
end Lieut. Benjamin W. Chidlaw to lst Lieut., rank from April 26, 1927 
Resignation 
-lst Lieut. Leslie P. Arnold 
~--000~--- 


88th OBSERVATION SQUADRON GOES TO BROOKS FIELD 


The 88th Observation Squadron, with Lieut. Clifford C. Matt, left Wricht 


squadron has been at Wright Field for the last four years, ane its Geoaziure Ta: 
much regretted. Among those who have been in command of thi sg ire WEEN ga 
times since it was stationed at Wright Field are Major I H.J. Evert, Gop bods HE 


Flounders, Henry Pascale, John G. Colran, 


Major J.C. Medunneli, “ntein 2.b. 


Christine, and several others who were in command for brief perioas. 








AIR CORPS EXHIBIT AT PHILIPPINE CARNIVAL 


Much favoratle comaent was reccived en the Air Corps exhibit at the recent 
Philiosine Carnival. This exhibit was prepared in the shovs of the 66th Service 
Souadron, and mich cormendation is due the personnel engared in preparing it. 
The sectionized Liberty cnoine prevared by the Motor Ovcrhaul, under the direc- 
tion of Staff Sct. Leslie L. Wells, was an esnccially interesting feature. The 
Sixth.Photo Section »ronared an attractive series of photos and camera demonstra- 
tions. The DH4B eirplanc was a source of much interest and a thousand questions 
which taxed to the utmost the kmowledace of the personnel in charge. Exhibits 
from the Armament Section, propeller, fabric and pvarachute departments of Camp 
Nichols were cqually as attractive. 

---00c--- 


WRIGHT FIELD AIRMEN AT WORK IN FLOODED AREA 


In response to the urrent call for additional airplanes for use in the 
floodcec aroa along the lovor Mississippi River, three officers and four enlisted 
men from Wrirht Ficld, Fairfield, Ohio, were cispatched to Memphis, Tenn., where 
they reported to the Mississinni River Commission for such acrial reconnaissance 
and relief work as micht be found neccessary. Those who departed on May Ist on 
this mission were Licuts. Winficld S. Hamlin, Francis E. Cheatle and Clarence 
P. Talbot, together with Staff Serrcants Welz, Justice, Hadley and Sct. 
Calambacas. Sergeants Hadley and Justice procecded by rail while the others 
traveled by air. 

—-—O00--= 


LARGE PYTHON CAUSES EXCITEMENT AT CLARK FIELD, P.I. 


The News Letter Correspondent from Clark Ficld, Camp Stotsenburg, P.I., re- 
ports that "a larce python was recently seen on the far side of our flying field, 
and from various accounts it ranges in size from 30 to 60 fect. Members of the 
Armament Section while markine the machine sun range anparently stirred the big 
snake from his slumbers and caused him to raise up and give them a nasty look. 
It is rumored that one man of the detail established a new record for the broad 
jump and 220-yard dash. An expedition is being organized to round up the python 
in the near future." 

---000-~- 


USEFULNESS OF THE AIRPLANE IN MISSISSIPPI FLOOD 


The 50th Observation Squadron, Langley Field, Va., received a letter from 
Staff Sergeant James E. Craine, who is at present verforming patrol duty and re- 
lief work with an Amphibian airplane on the Mississinpi Rivor in the vicinity of 
Memphis, Tenn., stating that he is flying six and seven hours a day over the 
flooded areas in scarch of victims of the flood. He relates instances of finding 
people marooned on house toos and in trecs who never would have been found were 
it not for the airplane patrol directins rescue boats to the vicinity, and states 
that hundreds of lives have been saved in this manner. As the River Commission 
requested the use of tho Amphibian for photographic purposes on the completion of 
the rescue work, Sgt. Crane is not expected to rcturn to Lansley Field until the 
end of May. 

-~-000--- 


PROCUREMENT AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM OF THE AIR CORPS 


In reply to a questionnaire from the Chief of the Materiel Division, comments 


on the procurement and development rogram of the Air Corns were received from 
nearly every field and station. These comments were summarized and compared and 
were submitted to the Field Service Section and to other sections of the Materiel 
Division for further suggestions. The comments received from the fields are evi- 
dently the result of careful study, and they will be most helpful to the Materiel 
Division, showing as they do the ways in which the Division can be of more assis- 
tance, and indicating the types of equipment on which development work is most 
urgently needed. The Field Service Section is very grateful for these frank 
statements; and full consideration will be given them in planning the work for 


the future. ~135~ v-5672, A.C. 
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PHOTOGRAPHING SOUTHERN FLORIDA 


The Arny Air Corps recenily “ wubitusia for the U Se Coast and Geodetic Survey 
an aerial photographic project covering the east, and west coasts of Florida, in. the 
course Of which approximately 1284 square miles ‘of territory was photographed in a 
total flying time of 68 hours and 40 mimites, Strips of the coast line pvhotographec 
extended from Jupiter Inlet to Miami Bexch; from, a. “point about ten miles north of 
Bape Sable to Marco, a distance of about’ 45 miles; “from Cape Romano to a point about 
15 miles north of Renken: thence to the" aan of the SaAergenggnrr River west of 
fort Myers, Fla, 

The project actually required a Me of. abdut : Six, ‘weeks, delays being occa= 
sioned by unfavorable. weather, both for flying. and photographic work,and tine con- 
sumed in making repairs from time to timm+o. the airplane and engine,. 

The airplane used on this photographic mission was an Amphibian, piloted by 
Lieut, Guy Kirksey, Air Corps, of Langley Field, Va., who was accompanied by Tech- 
nical Sergeant Vernon H. Merson, photographer, 

Prior to January 17th, the date he started on his southern flight, Lieut. 
Kirksey spent several days at McCook Field familiarizing hinself with the operation 
of the Amphibian plane. He had planned to fly this plane from McCook Field to Wash- 
ington without a stop on route but encountering a heavy srowsterm in the vicinity 
of Uniontowm, Pa., he mado a landing at, that place. The field being soft the wheels 
went through the thin frozen crust, and.it was necessary to do some, digging and use 
full throttle in taxyj dag it up to the hangar. | It was two days before the surface of 
the landing field was herd enough %C permit a take-off, 

' Arriving at Bolling F : Zeld,. Lieut. Kirksey med.a arrangements for securing the 
Tl camera and conferred with cfficials of the Coast and Geodetic Survey relative 
to the project.’ Upon hig, ‘return to. Langley:,Field,he, spent several days testing tthe 
camera and all equipment preperatory to starting ‘for Florida. En route on his 
flight south a landing was inade January, ‘18th at. “Pape Field, Fort Bragg, N.C., where 
the airmen received instructions | from Captain Alvext MW. Stevens, Air Corps, as to 
the use. of the camerg ‘and the’ handling’ ‘of the ‘films, 4 “Bad weather delayed the take- 
of f from Pope Field until the morning of January, 20th... The next landing was made at 
the Marine Corps station, Parris Island. A motor boat was: sent ‘out to tow the plane 
to the dry dock. At, this juncture it wag noticed that the plane was settling deeper 
into the water, and snventignhing, ‘revealed that water was rapidly ‘pouring into, the 
center bulkhead, 

Cameras, movable equipment and, baggage were hastily unloaded and the gas pump, 
mounted in the rear cockpit, .was immediately converted into a water pump and hasty 
arrangements made to get t the playe out.of the water, .The old seaplane ramp, former- 
ly used by Marine aviation, had been fenced off with pipirig and chicken wire and was 
used as a swimming , pool. Four,of. these pipes, togehter with the wire, wérehastily 
removed, a tractor and a- detail of men, gbtained, and by the time the plane was towed 
from the dry dock to the ramp everything was in readiness and the plane was hauled 
out of the water. immediately. Lieut. Kirksey stated that the manner and speed in 
handling this job was very praiseworthy | on ‘the part of the Marine Corps and particu- 
larly lst Lieut. Jameg Ackerman, U.S.M.CG. -, 

Bad weather necessitated. a ‘day. s delay’ ‘at Parris Island, but on the following 
day the flight. to Jacksonville, Fia., was completed, . After making arrangements for 
the delivery of gas and oil and, in servicing the.plane, the flight to Miami was made 
mn January 23rd, 345. miles south,. and far. the f irst. time on the trip commercial gas 
and oil were used, The. B28 waa carefully strained through chetiois and no trouble 
wes encountered. -During the filling the shaft of. the gas: ref illing pump in the rear 
cockpit was broken, due., ho its having “been subjected’ ‘to the action of salt water at 
Parris Island. A new shaft was made and installed at Miami.. , 

_. At the Miami landing f ield,.located in Hialeah, ,, a suburb, approximately six 
tiles northwest ‘of the Miami business district, the, airmen, were met by the Mayor, 
Postmaster and other citizens of Hialeah and wére shown every courtesy. A civilian 
flying concern, of which Mr, L.P.W. Randall, Postmastér of Hialeah is the head, is 
operating from, this field, . Mr. Randall placed every facility at the disposal of the 
Visitors, and thru his untiring efforts and hospitality made their stay at Miami 
very pleasant, ‘- Aviation gasoline and oil were purchased and a number of repairs 
were made on the. plene and motor, Soma delay... ensued due to ray filters’ for the 
camera being delayed in the mails, those taken along on the flight. being ruined at 
Parris Island, when water got into the. hull of. the Amphibisn,. The.time was well 
spent , however, in chinking leaks in the hull, daubing corroded spots with red lead 
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and in generally going over the motor and tuning it for the west coast gruelling, 

The photographic work was done at altitudes ranging from 84,000 to 10,000 feet, 
“leut. Kirksey staved that despite ideal weather conditions in Southern Florida at 
that time of the year, the presence af nearly all times of large white cumulous 
clouds at about 5,000 feet made photographic work above that altitude impossible, 
It was found that towards the later afternoon these clouds became smaller and 
scarcer. Accordingly, work was generally started at about 4:00 P.M. , 

Flying 80 miles north of Jupiter Inlet, work was started on photographing the . 
Strip of coast line from that locality to Miami Beach. About half way down some 


clouds interfered, but by making extra exposures it was hoped that the entire grouni 


was covered, This proved erroneous, however, and when the project on the west coast 
was completed the entire east coast section from Cape Florida to Lake Worth was 


rephotographed, Believing that the east coast project had been completed, the take. | 


off for Fort Myers on the west coast was: made on February lst, after making a numbe; 
of repairs on the generator (which caused ‘considerable trouble throughout oe trip), 
distributor heads, ignition wiring and radiator shutters. 





Following an air line course would have taken the airmen over the heart of the f, 


Everglades, where a forced landing might prove disastrous, It was therefore decide 


to go north slightly west of Palm Beach, thence over the north shore of Lake Okee. 
chobee and then southwest over the well know prairie country, Generator trouble 
again developing, the course was altered-and a landing made on the former site of 
Carlstrom Field, which is excellent for the landing of any type of plane. After 
quite a little eek and trouble the generator trouble was found, and on February 3n 


the fliers reached Fort-Myers, where they were met by the President of the Chamber . 


of Commerce and other prominent citizens, Although the location of the flying fiel 
11 miles east of the tow, proved somewhat inconvenient as to distance, no difficul 
ty was experienced in the matter of fuel, aviation gas being obtained from Tampa 
through the efforts of the local manager of an oil concern who was particularly 
obliging and gave the best of service, 

The U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey ship HYDROGRAPHER, Lieut.,R.P. Eyman, com 
manding, was in port, and conference was had on the day of arrival. It was decided 
that he would anchor in the Ten Thousand Islands, off the townof Everglades, and ~ 
that the Army airmen would work from that point rather than Fort Myers, which is 
120 miles north of Cape Sable, the southern end of the photographic project. The 
Fort Myers field, however, was used as the base of supplies, 

The same condition as to clouds were found on the west coast as on the east, 

resulting in several unsuccessful attempts being made at photography. Lieut. Bymaz 
put his ship in near a small island on which was a: short piece of sandy beach -- 
something very scarce in the Ten Thousand Islands += and with 2" x 4"boards made a 
ramp for the plane, Landings were made on the water, after which the plane was. 
taxied up on the ramp where the crew from the HYDROGRAPHER: lifted the tail around, 
thus obviating the necessity of leaving the plane in the salt water to further core 
rode and become water logged, It is well that this precaution was taken, as on the, 
night of February 9th a gale of very severe proportions arose which is believed 
would have wrecked a plane on the water, as the waves were breaking across the deck 
of the HYDROGRAPHER. 

On February llth ea badly split water jacket occurred on one cylinder, The 
next day a local concern. sent a complete electric welding outfit to the field. In 
attempting to weld the cylinder, dué to its weakness the whole top of the water 
jacket was ruined. In response to a wire sent immediately to Langley Field, a new 
cylinder was received on February 16th, and installed the following day, with the 
aid of a local mechanic, formerly employed at McCook Field. As the changing of a 
cylinder, which involves timing, is a very technical delicate operation, it was 
fortunate that the job was done without interfering at all with the. ‘timing. After 
installation the new cylinder functioned perfectly. ;. 

On February 18th the coast from a point about ten miles north of Cape Sable 
to Marco, a distance of about 45 miles, was photographed, also a second strip of 
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about 25 miles to the east and overlapping the first strip wes made over the Ten 
Thousand Islands, On February 22nd a third strip overlapping the second’ was 
completed, also the coast line from Cape Romano to a point about 15 miles north of 
Naples, The next day the west coast was completed to and including the mouth of 
the Caloosahatchee River west of Fort Myers, Due to the fact that clouds were 
coming in, it was found necessary to make the latter strip from an altitude of 
8,000 feet, as it would have been impossible to work after delaying the time neces- 
sary, about 20 minutes, to climb from 8,000 to 10,000 feet, _ 

On February 24th a flight was made "to Miami to ‘complete that section of the 

iw . V-5672, A.C. 


Pseen fr 
hy at le 
int. abou 
toast ¢ 
ablishe 
ney for 

Some 
% obvic 
* furthe 
ades is 
8S and 


of. 





+ coast where clouds interfered. This work was completed on the 27th, and de- 
ure made Irom Miami the next cay, landing at Daytona Leach for fuel. Severe 
ms to the north, reported by the Weether bureau at Jacksonville, made it neces- 
to remain at Daytona beach until March 3rd. On that day a flight was made to 
is Island, where landing was made in the river, which was very choppy and with 
excecdingly strong tide running. This latter fact caused the loss of the anchor 
isn pulled away before it could be secured. A heavy seas also carried away the 
lot's helmet and goggles and drenched both occupants of the plane. Startirig the 
or, the plane was held in position until a motor boat could get a line to the 
yey and it was then towed into protected water. Waves were bréaking over the 
ey wings making it a difficult job to catch and secure the line. The success of 
js operation and the masterful handling of his creft with the plane in tow in a 

























fy sea then into the narrow water was cue to: Chief Bsn, Leitch of the Parris 


lend Marine Station. . 
Due to the necessity of starting the motor several times and idling for long 
riods it was found the next morning that the battery was too weak to start the 
Id motor. The battery was removed and put on charge, thus causing a delay of one 
y, The next morning, with e borrowed bettery , the motor was thoroughly warmed, 
tieries changed and the plane towed to the river where take-off was effected, The 
jing et Pope Fielc was made on a heavily snowcovered field, the plane was servicec 
a doubtful take-off made, but. without damage. The landing at Langley Field at 
0 P.M., March 5th marked the conclusion of the flight. 
Comments made by Lieut. Kirksey on this photographic mission are as follows: 
"The outstending point of interest, though not of comfort, of the whole trip 
sundoubtedly the flying over the Everglades and Ten Thousand Islands. With the 
ception of the fringe of coast, all maps carried (C. and G.S., Rand-McNally and 
st Route) were exceedingly inaccurate, in fact useless. This is easily accounted 
t, however, when the nature of the country is seen from the air. The northern 
rt of the Everglades, while vractically devoid of human habitation, does contain 
occasional shack on the coast and at this season of the year fishing boats (mostly 
rtsmen) can be seen occasionally among the islands,’ The town of Everglades, in 
is area, is being built against the force of nature which drenches the townsite at 
ery hard blow from the west. It is understood that pumping operations are planned 
raise the entire level of the townsite. Tho Collier interests which ow the town 
practically all of Collier County, are building a railroad north to connect with 
eA.C.L. Railroad at Immokalee. Later, it is reported, this will be taken over by 
{ railroad. 
The Tamiami Trial, a wonderful piece of engineering work, is being pushed 
tough to completion, which is contemplated in 1928. This road runs southeast to a 


= 


‘Pat about eight miles northeast of Everglades, then'turns east to Miami, Embank- 


has been blasted and thrown up entirely across the Everglades with the sxcep- 
mof about nine miles near the center, The southern part of the Everglades, 
ith of the town of Everglades, is devoid of human beings as far as could be as= 
rained, Even the Seminole Indians find the country not to their liking. 

As in’all lands of which little is known, certain stories, which have probably 
ti circulated since time immemorial, tell of strange things. For instance, one of 
tse is to the effect that northwest of Cape Sable are two lakes, one inhabited 
lusively by alligators, the other by crocodiles. As a matter of fact, even the 
fs not exist, their reputed location is an enormous swamp, It is believed, 
re rivers are shown in thet locality and:such places as White Water Bay on the 
% Road Map, that perhaps, parties have been in thére with row boats and findirg 
Her navigable with that type of craft reported rivers and bays over the section 
| wamps traversed by them. a 

This being the dry season, numerous spots of high ground, apparently dry, can 
seen from the air, but being surrounded by swamps.and saw grass it is doubtful if 
l, et least w white man, has ever been on many of them. From Cape Romano to a 
int. about ten miles north of Cape Sable, a distance ‘of about fifty miles, “he:e is 
toast’ and no beaches.. In spite of the fact that the town of Everglades hus Veen 
‘ablished within this territory, it is hardly believed that it can flourish won 
my for its exploitation ceases to be available. 7 

Some of the Everglades can no doubt be drained, but to effect this the laud 
% obviously be higher than highest tide -- some of it is, a great deg is not, 

# further south one goes the worse it gets. The popular covcepticn or the Bvare 
ides is wrong. It is not one vast, impenetrable swamp. “When facilities for in- 

ss and egress have been accomplished, no doubt much. of the, country till be subject 
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to cultivation, »articulariy where drainage is feasible, 

It is desired to corment on the cocperation fiven in this work by the four 
officers and men of the Coast and Geodetic Survey. After a conference on Feb. 
ord with Lieut. R.P. Byman, U.S.C. & G.S., commander of the Survcy Shiv 
HYDROGRAPHER, the ship was taken down to the Ten Thousand Islands and anchored 
about seven miles off the tovn of Everslades. On our numerous trinvs there, 
every facility was placed at our cis»,osal and cverything; wad done not only to 
facilitate the work but for our »ersonal comfort. The officers stood by on 
evory flight anc by time anc vrearranged sicnals knew at all times where we were 
the plane carricd twelve rockets, two cantcens of fresh water and twelve cakes 

f chocolate which would have lasted watil r escue could have been effected by 
che I HYDROGRAPHER, even pes. we been forcea i. land at the farthest »oint from 
the boat." 

~--000--- 
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MORE ADDITIONS TO THE CATERPILIAR CLUB 


Qn April 27th, 2nd Lieut. Stewart W. Towle , Jr., Air Corps, became eligible 
or mombership in that exclusive organization dubbed the "Caterpillars", com- 
et of versons who have saved thadz lives by parednte jumps from disabled 

irvlanes. 

Lieut. Towle was cruising alone in a Vought plane about 1,800 feet above 
the northern Limits of Chammeign, I11., wher it caught fire, presumably from a 
bursted gasoline line. Lieut. Towle dove over the side of the plane and pulled 
the riz cord of his chute, which promptly opened. He beat out with his hands 
the fire which he found about his clothing. He landed sefely, and is now re- 
covering from severe burns about the haads and neck, which he is nursing on 
the move, having declined a bed in the post hospital at Chamute Field. 

Lieut. Towle was cracuated from West Point in the summer of 1923, and from 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, Kelly Ficld, Toxas, in Sentember, 1924, 
He reportoa at Chamte Ficld in Octover of that year and entered the Department 
of Photogravhy of the Technical School, in which department he is now assistant 
instructor. 


It, 
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Licut. Stovhen A. McClellan, a Marine Corps reserve pilot, residing in 
Washineston, D.C. » made a parachute jump from approximately 6,000 feet altitude, 
on the morning of April 15th, when the Eberhardt. airolane he was flight test- 
ing before officials of the Navy Department at the Naval Air Station, 
Anacostia, D.C., disintezrated curing a dive. Lieut. McClellan had the presence 
of mind to leap from his disabled plane and pull the rip cord of his chute. He 
landed unhurt in the Potomac River near Hains Point. He unfastened his chute 
before striking the water, and when a launch from the Naval Air Station reached 
him he was swimming for shore. In describing the fall, Lieut. McClellan said: 

"It just went to picces on me. I felt something co, ‘then something else. 
I mess it was a wing camc back at me, covering the cockpit. I stood up and 
pushed on the obstruction with all my strength and it. save way. Then I hopped 
over the side. After turnin;: over twice I found the parachute cord and gave 
it a yank. The rest was easy oxcept getting wet. Gosh, ‘that water was cold. " 

At this writing there are 41 members of the Caterpillar Club;, with a total 
of 47 life-saving jumps, divided as follows: 


Army Air Corns ------+----- 33 
Marine Corps - -------+-=-- 2 
U. S. Navy -------+----- 2 
Commercial - ----.--++-+--+-- 6 
Air Mail----- ee ee mewadvd 4cecmwc@l 


ae 


A recent issuc of "The Aeroplane", London,. tells of the emergency para- 
chute Jom mace by Flicht Licut. D. D'A. A. Greig, D.F.C., on Avril 22nd, while 
flying a military airplane. Apparently the machine got into a spin at a cow 
siderable height, and the pilot, after fighting with it for some thousanis. af 
feet, left it by »arackmto at about 4,000 feet from the ground and lan'ci neaer 

Varlingham without injury. The airslane causht fire uwoon‘crashinc, 

It would be interestine to have figures showine the mmber of airmen frem 

foreisn countrics who have saved their lives through omerrency ae yronbte: Fos 
-139- \-507 72, A. C. 
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COURAGEOUS DEED OF NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER 


An examle of courage, devotion to duty and disregard of personal safety 
was recently demonstrated by Sergeant S.W. Brow, Air Corps, stationed at Edge- 
wood Arsenal, Md., who had been sent to Fort Riley, Kansas, in connection with 
the Air Corps demonstration given at that post. According to an official revort 
rendered by Major H.H. Arnold, Air Corps, Commanding Officer of Marshall Field, 
Fort Riley, Kansas, Sergeant Brown left the airdrome in a smoke screen NBS plane 
with Corporal Bert Tumas and Private George Weir, Air Corps, to lay a smoke 
screen. Almost immediately after leaving the fround, a valve in the line within 
the ship blew out. The chemical in the tanks came through the valve, filling the 
entire interior of the plane with smoke. 

All of the ocmpants of the plane were instantly blinded and almost suffo- 
cated by the gas. Sergeant Brown's first thought was to jump in his parachute, 
but there was a doubt as to whether or not the other occupants of the plane could 
get out on account of thcir being affected by the gas. He could not sce any 
details as to the whereabouts of the other men, as the entire ship was enveloped 
in smoke. Although blinded and coughing from the gas in his lungs, he stuck to 
his ship and landed it safely. 


Sergeant Brown holds the rank of end Lieutenant in the Air Corps Reserve 
and the rating of Airplane Pilot. A native of Bartow, Fla., he was born Aug. 
22, 1898. During the war he served in the Infantry, Florida National Guard. 
From July, 1919, to June, 1920, he attended the Primary Flying School at 
Caristrom Field, Arcadia, Fla., being transferred to Kelly Field, Texas, for 
advanced flying training upon his graduation. He attended the 1920-21 class at 
the Advanced Flying School, graduated, was rated an Airplane Pilot and commis- 
sioned a 2nd Lieut. in the Reserve. Upon his discharge from the service as a 
Flying Cadet he went back to civil life, but in August, 1924, reenlisted in the 
Army, and after serving several years at Langley Field, Va., was assigned to. 
duty at Edgewood Arsenal, Md., and placed in charge of an Air Corps detachment 
serving with troops of the Chemical Warfare Service. 

---000--~ 


PREPARATIONS AT DUNCAN FIELD FOR THE MANEUVERS 


For the Air Corps and Combined Air and Ground Maneuvers, now being held at 
San Antonio, Texas, the 3rd Attack Group established its headquarters and air- 
drome at Duncan Field, Texas, and consequently the San Antonio Air Intermediate 
Depot was the scene of intensive preparations to welcome their arrival. Office 
and hangar space was made ready and arrangements made, in coordination with 
Kelly Field, for the quartering of the officers and a part of the enlisted men 
of the Group at the Kelly Field Station Hosyital. In the meantime, the utmost 
efforts of the Engineering Department continue in the preparation of airplanes, 
engines and equipment for the Maneuvers. Many of the personnel of the 3rd Attack 
Group were visitors at this Depot recently in connection with Maneuvers supplies 
and preparations, among them being Major Frank D. Lackland, Captain Davidson and 
Lieuts. McHenry and Robbins. 

---000——~ 


Engineer Students Visit Langley Field 


A party of 28 officers, members of the 1927 Class from the Engineers School 
at Fort Humphries, Va., recently made a visit and inspection trip to the Lighter- 
than~Air Area, Langley Field, Va.-- In the airshiv hangar the visitors were met 
by Captain Charles P. Clark, Commanding Officer of the 19th Airship Company, who 
gave a talk on the flying of airships, etc. Following the lecture the Engineers 


inspected the TC-5 and TC-9 airships, the hangar equipment, and the hydrogen gas 


plant. man QS OQmwe 


CAPTIVE BALLOON AS TARGET IN PURSUIT TRAINING 


A captive balloon was inflated and placed northwest of the Airship Hangar, 
Langley Field, Va., at 1500 feet altitude as a target for pursuit training in the 
attack of an observation balloon. This aerial gufinery was held by the students 
of the Air Corps Tactical School, and 13 pursuit planes, including SE-5's, AT-4's 
and P-l's were used in this attack. After a few minutes maneuvering over the bal- 
loon, the real attack was started and the balloon shot down by the third vassing 
plane. -140-~ V-5672, A.C. 











‘THE NATIONAL GUARD AIR CORPS 


There are at present in this country 16 Federally recognized observation 
Squadrons and photo sections, the organizational scheme being the Division Air Corps 
consisting of one squadron and one photo section for each of 18 Infantry Divisions, 
The budget for 1928 provides for an additional Division Air Corps, while another is 
provided in the tentative estimates for the Fiscal Year 1929. 

In the units now Federally recognized, the National Guard now has 201 pilots, 
23 observers and 568 non-rated officers acting’as observers, There ere vacancies in 
the existing units for 235 flying officers, 103 of whom should be pilots, 

Under regulations issued by the Militia Bureecu, airplanes issued to the Nation- 
al Guard are piloted only by officers holding a pilot's rating recognizéd by the 


Chief of Air Corps. _The 201 pilots in the National Guard are keeping up their train. 


ing,as evidenced by the fact that during the Fiscel Year 1926 they flew a total of 
11,953 hours, an average of over 67 hours per pilot. 

The National Guard was originally equipped with the JN type of training plane, 
& war surplus. These airplanes were turned over to the National Guard as .a free is- 
sue, but a charge of $2,000 for reconditioning each plane was made by the Army Air 
Corps. In the first years of the existence of Air Corps units in the National 
Guard practically all parts, both airplane and engines, were a free issue. This 
equipment being gradually.diminished, it was realized that the JN plane would have 
to be replaced by a new type. A board of officers convened by the Chief of the Nil- 
itia Bureau to study the revlacement question recommended the substitution for the 
JN plane in each squadron of 3 standard observation planes and 5 advanced training 
planes, 

Orders by the Chief of Air Corps to Depots that no more JN airplanes would be 
given major overhauls, issued in consequence of accident statistics bringing to 
light the fact that occupents of a metal fuselage airplane had a much better chance 
of escaping serious injury than occupants of. a wooden airplane, made it evident thet 
the National Guard in the imuediate future would be withous flying equipment, Re- 
cently, however, a contract was let for 35 O-1 airplanes for issue to National 
Guard organizations, and hope is being entertained that some, if not all of these 
planes will be supplied in time for the field training during 1927, 

Units of the National Guard Air Corps, their location, composition, etc., are 
given below, as follows: 4 

26th Division, Nanmnginentts National Guarc, Roston, Mass. (101 Observation 
Squadron, 101lst Photo Section and Medical Detachment), Major Charles H. Wooley, 
Commanding. Commission oe ee can numbers 17, Anciuding one medical officer. Of 
these officers, 13 are rated pilots, 2 abservers and 2 not rated, Lieut. Clarence 
E, Shankle, Air Corps, is the instructor. ' | | 

“27th Division, New York National Guard (102nd Observation Squadron and 102nd 
Photo Section), Mejor Georce A. Vaughn; commanding, is stationed at Miller Field, 
New Dorp, Staten Island, ".Y. The commissioned personnel number 17, including one 
medical officer, Lieut, Marion L. Elldott, Air Corps, is the instructor. 

28th Division, Pennsylvania National Guard (103rd Observation Squadron, 103rd 
Photo Section and Wedical detachment), Major John S. Owens, Commanding, has 16 com- 
missioned officers. Lieut. Earle J. Carpenter, Air Corps, is the instructor. The 
Philadelphia Municipal — is used as the flying field. ‘It was secured by the 
City at a cost of $250,000. An additional sum of $15,000 was spent on grading and 
leveling the field, and it is contemplated spending $5,000 wore for this purpose 
this year 

29th Division, Maryland National Guard (104th Observation Squadron, 104th Phot: 
Section and medical. detachment) is commanded by Major W. D. Tipton, and has 24 com- 
missioned officers and 94 enlisted CN, Captain E.C. Black, Air Corps, is the in- 
structor,. Logen Field, Dundalk, Md., is used as the flying field, 


30th Division, Tenness ee National Guard (105th Observation Squadron, 105th Pho : 


Section and Medical detachtient) siejor John C. Bonnett, Jr., commanding, and lst Lie“ 
Wm, V. Andréws, Air Corps, instructor, is stationed at Blackwood Field, Nashville, 
Tenn. The commissioned personnel of 24, including the Flight Surgeon, are, with the 
exception of two,.rated, ‘there being 6 ‘Airplane Pilots, 13.Junior Airplane Pilots 
and 3 Observers. . 

3lst Divicion,. Alaliann. National Guard (106th Gbservetion Squadron, 106th Photo 
Section and Medical detachuent) Major Sumpter Smith, commanding, and Captain Asa N. 
Duncan, Air Corps, instructor, is stationed at Birmingham, Ala. Roberts Field in 
that cit ty is used’as the flying field, ‘The commissioned personnel total 22, includ- 
ing the Flight Surgeon, 


- 141 - ; "  -Ye5572,A.0- 








Sect 
Harr 
flyi 


Sect 
Walt 
ing 

fiel 


Sect 
corn 
Air 
are 
dron 


Phot 
pris 
is i 


hot 
mis: 
Par] 


Pho- 
Lier 
inc. 
fly: 


Sec: 
ed | 
er | 
Den 
sta 


Asb 
The 
is | 


as 
for 


the 
gal 


Gil 








32nd Division, Michivean Nationel Cuard (107th Observation Squadron, 1LO7th Prot? 
Section and Mecicel detechrent),Major Floyd E. Evans, commanding, and lst Lieut. 
Wigar T. Selzer, fir Corps, irstructor, ccomyrises 14 officeis, including Flignt 
dSurzeoa. The ficid used is mart of Rouge Park, owned by the City of Neiroit , locet- 
ed anout ll miles fron the City Eall Sut not more than 7 miles from the center of tix 
resicential districs, 1t is about two miles due north of the Ford Airport. In ad- 
dition to their new Truscon steal hengar, the scuadron has built with squadron funds 


+0 other builidincs edicinine it. one to accommodate the headquarters of the Sauade~ 
ror and the other the anedevartsers cond supplies of the Photo Section, the Squadron 
supplies, a@ machire schon and class roc, 
34th Ditsacion, Miorsscta Novional Guard, St. Paul, Minn. (109th Observation 

pee tron and LOSth Shota Secsicn) Majer Ray S. Miller, commanding, is stationed at 

amerloineWols Pieid, A total cf 19 officers comprise the commissioned personnel, 
ist Licut, George sw. siniseoopil Air Corps, being the instructor, There are 15 rated 
pilovs in this organ:.zs "1d. 


2Sth Division, Miscouri National Guard (110 Ovservetion Squadron, 110th Photo 
Section and Mecical detachueat), Major Charles R. Wassell, commending, and Capt, 
Harry H. Young, Air Corps, instructor, uses Lambert Field, St. Louis, Mo., as their 
flying field. Seventeen officers comprise the commissioned personnel, 

36th Division, Texos Mational Guard (111th Observation Squadron, lilth Photo 
Section end Mecicel detachment), Major Bernard A. Law, commanding, and lst Lieut, 
Walter EK, Reid, Air Corps, instructor, has a commissioned personnel of 13, includ- 
ing one medical officer, Ellington Field, Houston, Texas, is used as the flying 
field, 

38th Division, Indiane Netional Guard (113th Observation Squadron, 113th Photo 
Section and Mecicel cetachnen’ ) » is commanded by Major Richard F, Taylor, and has a 
commissionec personnel of 20, including Flight Surgeon. Captain Harvey W. Cook, 
Air Corps, is the instructor, With the exception of the Flight Surgeon, all office: 
are rated, 18 being junior Airplane Pilots and one Cbserver, The new municipal air- 
drome at Indianapolis, Ind., is used as the flying field. 

40th Division, California National Guard (115th Observation Squadron, 115th 
Photo Section and liedical detachment), Major Corliss C. Moseley, commanding, com- 
prises 13 officers, including one medical officer. Griffith Park, Los Angeles, Cal., 

is used as the flying field. 

41th Division, Washington National Guard (116th Observation Squadron, 116th 
hoto Section and Medical detachment), Major ‘John T. Fancher, commanding, has a co: 
missioned personnel of 17, Lieut, Caleb V, Haynos, Air Corps, being the instructor, 
Parkweter Field, Spokane, ‘Was hington, is used as the flying field. 

43rd. Division, Connecticut flatdonal Guard (118th Observation Squadron, 118th 
Photo Section and Medical detachment), Major William F, Ladd, commending, and ist 
Lieut. Louis N, Eller, Air Corps, instructor, has a commissioned personnel of 18, 
including Fiight Surgeon, The Municipal Field at Hartford, Conn,, is used as the 
flying field. 

45th Division, Colorado National Guard (120th Observation Squadron, 120th Phot: 
Section and Medical detachment) is commanded by Major Wm. H. Dayton, The commicsic 
ed personnel totals 26 officers, including Flight Surgeon, Captain Floyd N, Shuns- 
er and lst Lieut. Charles G, Brenneman, Air Corps, are the instructors, Lowry Ficl. 
Denver, Colo., is used as the flying field. One separate flight of the Squadron is 
stationed at Pueblo, Colo, 

154th Observation Squadron, Arkansas National Guard, is commanded by Major 
Asbury W. Meadows, lst Liout, Leland 8. Hewitt, Air Corps, being the instructor. 
There are 13 commissioned officers in this organization, and the Little Rock Airpor 
is used as the saying field. 

The NBWS I LETTER welcomes further details from these National Guard organizatio™ 
as to their progress, description of flying field, buildings, equipment used, etc., 
for future: publication, 

=== 00 ean 


ATRSHIP BATTLES GALE FOR FIVE HOURS 


The Airship TC-5 recently cleared from Langley Field for Bolling Field under 
the command of Lieut. B,T. Starkey. After a rough trin of five hours battling tne 
gale, which sprung up soon efter the take-off, the dirshin reached its cestiua lon, 

After staying on the ground for half en hour end changiig crows, Licus. AR. 
Gillespie, Sergeants H.-Rose and R.E. Quinn for Lieut,-Col. Fravel, Wade S ree 
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Lincoln and J.D. Reardan, the TC-5 took off for the return trip to Langley Field, 
This flight was made in remarkably fast time, a little more than two hours, The 
TC-5 then joined the TC-9 in local training and test flights until six o'clock, 
making a total of 18 hours and 35 minutes aircraft hours and 120 hours, 35 minutes 
man hours for the day. Among the pilots in the TC-5 was the former Commanding Of. 
ficer of Langley Field, Major Oscar Westover, who seemed to enjoy piloting the air. 
ship in such rough weather when it was like a small boat in a very stormy sea, The 
exceptional feature of the day was the maneuvering of the ships into the hangar, 
With the strong discipline of the men and able supervision of Captain C.P. Clark, 
both ships were taken into the hangar under 4 very strong and dangerous cross wind 
without any accident whatever. 

wun OO mome 


IMPROVED SUPPLY METHODS AT FAIRFIELD DEPOT 


A new system of numbering and lettering stock locations has just been complete 
at the Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot, through the efforts of Lieut. H.A,. Bartror, 
Depot Supply Officer. The interior of the warehouse, not having been painted for 
several years, was given a coat of a light shade of gray paint and, coincident with 
this painting, a new warehouse layout has been installed. 

For purposes of local convenience, the Fairfield Depot is decentralized into 
five units, four of which control certain groups of classifications and the fifth 
being the Shipping and Receiving Unit. 

A:color scheme has been devised and all movable equipment and bin divisions 
within the units are painted the color assigned the unit, which attracts attention 
to the system of lettering within the unit and readily enables the identification 
of any movable equipment assigned on property loan such as roller trucks, trash 
boxes, etc. 

A similarity of numbering bins has been effected throughout all units. Tiers 
or subdivisions of bins are numbered alphabetically, beginning at the first tier to 
the left of the unit office and running consecutively around the stock room, If 
there are more than 26 sections, the double letter is used, and so far this has 
been sufficient, The bins in each tier are numbered from the lower left hand bin 
upwards facing the tier, With the exception of the fact that it is in most cases 
advisable to run numbers up and dow rather than across sections of the bins, ther: 
is no standard best method of numbering tiers of bins éxcept that much benefit is 
derived from having a uniform layout throughout. 

In addition to the above, there is a chart in the office of the Supply Office 
showing the warehouse layout with the units and color scheme included. Each unit 
office is located on this chart, and by going to these offices any item in any 
storeroom can be readily located by means of a detailed chart in that office show- 
ing the particular warehouse layout. This system allows any person to find any 
article without assistance by following the charts which are posted conspicuously, 


A further change has been made in the system of inventorying in that a separ: ’ 


section has been organized to conduct this work. There are several direct benefit 
from this change, viz: 

(a) With the establishment of a separate section for the : purpose of taking 
the annual inventory, the varied efficiency with which storekeepers do their work 
is eliminated, and the ouality of the inventory (which is very valuable to a Suppl. 
Officer) is dependent upon the Inventory Section Chief and should be much better 
than heretofore, 

(b) The inventory is done by men who become more experienced in the counting 
by weight of various erticles, and faster progress is made, 

(c) By gauging annual requitements and boxing up excess amounts and sealing 
the packages, future inventories can be made much more readily, 

(d) Selections for personnel to conduct the annual inventory, if carefully 
made, will provide personnel who, after some association with this work will have 
a very fair knowledge of the general warehouse layout, and should provide likely 
material for storekeepers or assistant storekeepers in case replacements are 
necessary. 

The attitude of the Fairfield Depot has always been one of service, and this 
point is being stressed, Every attempt is being made by Lieut, Bartron, by H.L. 
Morgan, Chief Clerk, and by all employees to furnish supplies requisitioned in a 
satisfactory manner, and as much care as is possible is being taken in making 
shipments. 
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Any suggestions or constructive remarks from any of the readers of this article 
will. be very much appreciated by the Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot. 
---000-<= 


ATRPLANE PILOT DROPS LIFE LINE ON COAST GUARD CUTTER 


The use of airplanes to save ships in distress at sea was demonstrated.as a 
practical possibility of the immediate future in an interesting test conducted suce 
cessfully at Crissy Field, Calif., recently. An Army plane taking off from the 
field carried the ‘free end of 4,000 feet of line to a Coast Guard cutter anchored 
ir the bay, Flying low, Master Sergeant C.W, Kolinski, pilot of the plane, dropped 
tho line accurately across the cutter. Life saving possibilities of the practice 
proven feasible by the test are very great, according to Capt. W.B. King, of the 
Coast Guard, who arranged it. Guns aboard cutters or on shore ordinarily can shoot 
little more than three hundred yards, it was pointed out. The Coast Guard believe 
it practicable for an airplane to carry the end of a light steel cable, sent out 
irom shore, to a ship a mile or two at sea, 

---000<-= 


ATRPLANE ESCORT FOR GENERAL DAWES 


The Vice President of the United States, General Charles G, Dawes, recently 
arrived at Panama aboard the Steamship TOLOA. Lievt, Parker, of France Field, set 
out in a DH plane and, in soite of heavy showers, kept’ in radio communication with 
France Field, scouring the sea for some time until he picked up this steamer, where= 
upon he reported to the France Field Operations Office, The Operations Officer im- 
mediately worked his magie and dispatched two flights of PW-9's, two flights of 
NBS~1's and three flights of DH's to greet the Vice President.. General Dawes, it is 
reported, was very pleased with his reception and watched the maneuvers of tne planer 
with great interest, 

---000--= 


AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT VICTIMS RUSHED TO HOSPITAL BY PLANE 


Captain Wm. M. Randolph, of France Field, Panama, recently performed an errand 
of mercy when he flew to Chame and picked up Bishop MilleB of the Eppscopal Church o- 
Mexico, at Chame, who with his wife had been injured in an auto accident, Bishop 
Miller, who was the more seriously injured, having a wrenched back and broken ribs, 
was put on a litter suspended in the bomb bay of the airplane. His wife, who was no" 
so badly injured, rode in one of the cockpits, This was the only way that Bishop 
Miller could have been taken to the hospital, since the long ride in an ambulance 
over rough roads would have greatly aggravated his condition, 

aerere eer 


INTERNATIONAL BALLOON RACE TO BE HELD AT ‘DENVER 


The National Aeronautic Association announced that the 1927 Gordon Bennett Bal-. 
loon Race was: transferred to Denver, Colo., where it will be held September 10th 
under the auspices of the Denver Chamber of Commerce, Denver Tourist Bureau and the 
Denver Chapter of the National Aeronautic Association, 

Five European countries, Germany, Francy, Italy, England and Switzerland have 
entered a total of nine balloons for this contest, in addition to the three entrics 
by the National Aeronautic Association, which will be selected as a resvit of th> 
NationalElimination Balloon Rece for the Litchfield Tropny to be held at Akpan, Shiv. 
May 30th, ; 

The International Gordon Bennett competition this year will bé held in the 
United States as a result of the victory of Mr. W.T. Van Orman, flying the "Gcecdvear 
Iv" in last year's race, which started from Antwerp, Belgium, The country winning 
the Gordon Bennett Trophy three years in succession becomes the permanent holder 
Ol it. 

* -~=000--= 
THE HELIUM TANK CAR 
By A.M. Jacobs, McCook Field Correspondent 


An interesting development recently put into operation between Scott Field end 
Fort Worth, Texas, which is the base of the Helium supply in this country, is tho 
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Helium tank car, built for the purpose oi transporting conpressed Helium from the 
source of supply to. Army Air Corps operating fields, 
Three cylinericel tanks fixed upon a suitable car frame with two standard 


railroad four-wheel trucks sum up ,the construction. Interstate Commerce Commission 


American Railway Association and Bureau of Explosives rules were’strictly adhered 
to in the building. The car fuliy equipped weighs 197,200 pounds, The cylindrical 
tanks, equal in size, weigh 47,525 pounds each, These tanks are made of heat treat 
ed.nickel steel, hollow forged in one niece, machined inside and out, then machined 
to size at the ends, With a lencth of 39 feet, 3 inches and and inside cylinder 
diameter of 4 feet, 3 inches, the wall thickness is 2 to 24 inches, Each tank has 
@ capacity of 507 cubic feet, which is the required space for the ‘storage of 68,952 
cubic: feet of free helium. when compressed at.a pressure of 2,000 pounds per square 
inch at- 70. decrees F, : 

«Bach tank. withstood Hydrostatic. tests at 3333 pounds per scuare inch pressure 
hth eon showed no leakage when filled with air at 2500 pounds per square inch 


pressure while submerged in water. Each tank is equipped with charging and dischar;, 


ing valves on ‘one end and four safety devices on the other, These latter are con- 
sidered to be twice the number required to’ discharge the Helium with sufficient 
speed to prevent the pressure from exceeding 3000 pounds ver square inch on the 
basis of an assumed possibility of the tanks being heated in five minutes to ine 
crease the pressure from 2000 to 3000 pounds per square inch. 

Up to this time Helium had-to be transported by railwoad in cylinders, The 
tank car takes care of more of the gas than could formerly be handled in two rail- 
road car loads of cylinders, 

In connection with lighter-than-airc raft one and Heliun, aii showta ales 
be made of the Helium Purification Plant which has been in successful use for ale 
most a year at Scott Field. This plant, planned aa the Office Chief of Air Corps, . 


designed by the Bureau of Mines and built by the Materiel Division, is-completely’. : 


housed’ in a standard railroad box cary the entire unit weighing approximately 


120,000 pounds, It is dependent for operation upon water end electricity supplied - 


from outside sources and may be sent along the country's railroad routes to what- 
ever bases may have Helium to be purified. 

New Helium is 94. percent pure. If impurities enter in, reducing its “purity 
to 89 percent or lower, its lifting quality is bang oreptiat depreciated. For» 
merly, impure Helium from Scott Field was shipped to the Nevy's purification plant 
at Lakehurst, N.J., and since transportation costs did not warrant the return of 
the reduced volume of purified Helium this was retained at Lakehurst and’ new Heliur 
obtained from the extraction plant at Fort Worth, Texas, The purification plant he: 
meant a great saving both of time and many to lighter-than-air activities; more- 
over, the higher purity of gas obtainable from the purification plant permits more 
extensive operations than were possible with the lower purity Helium obtained from 
Fort Worth. ; 

A Helium purity indicator for obtaining by direct reading the werstentngs ot 
“purity of Helium in airships is at present under development. This equipment con- 
Sists of a single indicator which may be plugged in on any number of cells sus- 
penced at various points in the airship. The work is being accomplished by the 
Bureau of Standards. according to the general requirements of the Materiel Division. 

=--000--—- ' 


AN--AMER iCAN FLYERS END THEIR LONG JOURNEY 


Headed by President Coolidge, a shrowg of citizens greeted the eight Pan-Ameri- 
can ilvers on the afternoon of ilay 2nd at Bolling Field upon the completion of their 
approx “imately 20,500-mile flicht from San Antonio, Texas, to the National Capital 
by the way of Central and South America and the west Indies. - 

The flyers landed at the field shortly before five o'clock midst a greeting 
of the presidential salute of 21 guns by a battery of Field Artillery from Fort 
Myer and the cheering from thousands of throats of spectators. 

President Coolidge, who was accompanied by Mrs, Coolidge, was the first to 
greet the flyers, they being presented to. him and his party. The flyers had just 
arrived from Langley Field, which field they had reached April 29th. They flew at 
reduced throttie in order to time their flight here to arrive for the ceremonies 
of reception, which formatly opened at five o'clock. 

After passing over the presidential stand the flyers swung toward Arlington, 
Va., to pay their tribute at the tomb of the Unknown Soldier. They were still ac- 
companied by the nine escort planes from Langley Field as they swung across the 
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Potomac and circled above the National Cemetery and later flew over the Capital. 

Although they were accompanied by nearly a score of airolanes from Langley 
Ficld, including planus carrying Assistant Scerctary of War F. Trubee Davison 
and Major-General Mason M. Petrick, Chief of Air Corps, the Pan-American flyers 
stood out in a seoarate and distinct formation as they arrived over the ficld, 
for the escorting ships received the signal to draw to one side. Only the aerial 
messengers of good will and Mr. Davison and Gen. Patrick glided to a landing; in 
front of the President, more than 1,000 distinguished gucsts of the Secretary of 
War, and the general public. The cscorting planes landed on the south end of 
Bolling Ficld. 

Large mumbers of ycrsons were at the ficld as early as two o'clock, but for 
those carly arrivals it was not a question of waiting for three hours with noth- 
ing to do. At two o'clock the all-American aircraft display, participated in by 
the leading members of the aeronautical industry, formally opencd its "still" ex- 
hibits in two hangars, revealinc for the first time anywhere in this country the 
accessories necessary to flying, from mimate cngine and airplane yarts to models 
of airports and landing ficlds. 

Shortly after four o'clock the United States Army band gave a concert, which 
had been timed to conclude about 4:50 o'clock, when the President and Mrs. 
Coolidge arrived. Their arrival on the ficld was crected by the Presidential 
salute of 21 suns. 

Three pilots on duty at Bolling Ficld and threc from Langley Field, flying 
fast pursuit planes, save a special ccmonstration of more than 20 minutes! dura- 
tion for the snectators while awaiting the arrival of the flyers. The airmen 
from Vashing:ton were Captains Robert Oldys Ralph E. Yooten and Ross G. Hoyt. 
The Langley Ficld nilots were Licuts. Charles B. Austin, Richard T. Aldworth and 
Sgt. James A. Lee. One of the features of the fast flyinc maneuvers and acro- 
batics was a rodeo simulating tronchos entcring a ring and endeavoring to throw 
the riders. 

"Mike" and "Ike", two dwanics which have served as varachate jumpers in 
emergencies on previous acrial demonstrations, wore pressed into service and 
undertook their famous jumps from airplanes in flight. Originally it had been 
planned to have live jumpers, but the usual dclays attending the final prepara~ 
tions orcecluded them, as the time allotted for the military entertainment pro- 
&ram was limited. 

The ficld and air were cleared of all ylancs, and soon after the diamond- 
shaped formation of the four Pan-Amcrican amhibian vlanes avneared on the 
horizon. 

---000--- 


ANTI AIRCRAFT WORK IN THE PANAMA CANAL ZONE 


France Field, Panama Canal Zone, recently cooverated with the Anti-Aircraft 
Defenses of the Panama Cenal Dovartment by suvolyins ni, ht flying airplanes in 
accordance with their instructions. A vrozram usually calls for a bomber to 
fly over a certain given course. The searchlight batteries and the listening 
deviccs would be trained upon this bomber, the idea being that when it was picke, 
up the pursuit eaka dive uvon it simlating an attack, the pursuit representing 
the defense forces. It is very good training in night flying for France Field 
personnel anc also food training for the anti-aircraft crews. The pilots re- 
ported, however, that they had no trouble cluding the searchlizht batteries wher 
they »leased. 

The nisht was fairly clear with few clouds. There apparently was no great 
impediment to the operation of the searchlicht batteries. There are powerful 
Searchlight and listening devices at either end of the Canal. 

Three NBS-1 bombers took off, oiloted by Captain Randolvh, Lieuts. Martin 
and Davidson, »ursuant to instructions. They proceeded to the Pacific side to 
simulate a bombing attack on the Miraflores and Pedro Miguel Locks, eluding the 


‘Ssearchlights if possible. They wero accomanied by four DH's, piloted by Liecuts. 


Williams, Parker, Cadets Jones and Becdle. Flares wero used by the above planes 
to indicate a bombing attack. 

The NBS-1's flew over & varticular area at about 7,000 feet, while the TH's 
cruised about another area at about 2,00 7 et. gg Broberg, Lieuts.Douglas 
and Pearcy vroceeded to the Pacific side well with three PW-9's, One DH, 
pilotcd by Lieut. Williams, operated at ail, his job being to render the listen- 
ing devices ineffective by flying lov and creating: as much racket as vossible. 
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A concentrated attack was made at 7:45 ».m., the vursuit usins the Pedro 
Migue} Locks for a tar;et, while the other planes bombed the Miraflores Locks. 
Flares were used by the bombers and DH's. The »ursuit used Very pistols. From 
then on the nlancs attackcd at will. 

From the point of view of persons on the sround the searchlicht exhibition 
and the flares floating about the sky was a very pretty vlay of nyrotcchnics and 
licshting effects. 

Somewhat thc same mancuver was exccuted scveral days later on the Atlantic 
Side. The odject of th roblem was to simulate a bombing attack on Gatun Locks 
rithout iateetmcnns he scarchlichts. Three DH's took off at dusk, piloted by 
Lieuts. Canfield, Howard and Cadet Park, proceccing to 11,000 fcet. They were 
followed by three Martins and onc DH, pilotec by Licuts. King, Larson, Davidson 
and Bailard, respectively, prococdins to an altitude of 6,000 to 8,000 fect. 

The Pursv.it operated thrce PW-9's, viloted by Captain Broberg, Licuts. 
Douglas and Poarcy, at 3,500 to 5,000 fect. The bomber and DH formations were 
above a loose cloud strata. The objective was at nearly all times perfectly 
visible, but it wes imoossible for the cround units to illuminate the formations. 

The combined attack was carricc out at 8:00 o.m., the bombers using the sout 
end of the Locks, pursuit the spillway and nower slant, and observation the north 
end of the Locks as objectives. The sround lichting systems and landin~ signals 
functioned perfectly. Each formation landed in the prescribed order without 
difficulty. 

Major-General C.H. Martin, commandins the Panama Canal D Ns + sent 
the following communication to the Commanding Officer of France Field 

"The Secretary of War has asked me to express to you his cman of the 
showing made by your command during the exercises with the Anti-Aircraft Defenses 
during the. nicht of March 31st, which he witnessed from the lawn of the Command- 
ing General's residence. 

He was very much impressed by the night flying operations of your force in 
the simulating attack on Albrook Ficld." 
~--000--- 


BORDER TO BORDER DAYLIGHT FLIGHT 


In the flisht on May llth of 18 nursuit airnlanes from Selfridre Field, 
Mt. Clemens, Michigan, to Kelly Ficld, San Antonio, Texas, a distance of avxoroxi- 
mately 1400 miles, in the total flyinz time of 11 hours and 25 mimutes, a new 
record was made by the Army Air Corys in that it marked the first time this nun- 
ber of nlanes flyin~ toscther have traversed such a distance in the s»nace of one 
day. 

The flicht was 9lished without a mishap of any sort, the take-off at 
Selfridze Field beins mace at 4:50 a.m., and the landing: at San Antonio, Texas, 
at 5L20 p.m. Central Stoos wore made at Scott Field, Belleville, [1l., anc 
Muskogee, Okla. 

The purvose of the flisht was to cnable the Fizst Pursuit Group of the Army 
Air Corps to varticivate in the combin a mancuvers at San Antonio, Texas, now 
taking place, and which will last until May 21st. All of the airplanes carricd 
machine guns and were fully equinped for service which would call for their 
entire military cquipment to be brousht into olay. 

The combined distance traveled by the 18 airolanes, approximately 25,200 
miles, is equal tc a trip around the world. ‘These pursuit ylanes made the journe 
from the northern boundary line of the United States to practically its southern 
boundary at an average speed of about 121 miles an hour. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 


Gamp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., March 12th. 





66th Service Squadron: The February Transport carried away many familiar faces 
from the squadron -- lst Set, Luther Warren, Sgts, Canfield, Lee, Rothstein, and it 
is with‘regret we lose such popular noncoms. We wish them well in their new assign- 
ments. Sgts. Edmondson and Tuffly arrived in this Department on the February 
Transport. 

On the morning of February 12th, after the squadron fell in for inspection, lst 
Set. Luther Warren was presented with a traveling bag, and a watch engraved with his 
name, These presents were purchased by the members of the Squadron to show their 
appreciation of his square shooting qualities, while lst Sergeant of this organiza- 
tion. The presentation was made by Captain Robert Kauch, Squadron Commander, 

Lieut, Donald L, Bruner, an arrival on the February Transport, and assigned to 
this squadron, took over the duties of Adjutant and Supply Officer, vice lst Lt. 
Charles B, DeShields, transferred to the 28th Bombardment Squadron here. Lieut. 
John D. Corkille was appointed Squadron Engineering Officer, vice lst Lieut, Edward 
M, Powers, who is soon to return to the United States, 

Headquarters, 4th Composite Group: Quite a few changes in the organization — 
personnel were made lately. Our former Squadron Commander, Capt, John G. Whitesides 

was transferred to the Philippine Air Depot, He was succeeded by lst Lieut. C.E. 
Thomas, Jr. 

Corporal Bruns was recently transferred to Kindley Field, Corregidor, 

Flight "B", 2nd Observation Sauadron: During February Flight "B" gained three 
new officers to replace three leaving for the States. Lieut, Frederick I, Patrick 
was transferred to Kindley Field; end Lieut. Paul Wolf is on detached service at the 
Menila Carnival in charge of the Air Corps fixed exhibit. Upon completion of this 
detached service Lieut, Wolf will report to Clark Field, Pampanga, having been tran: 
ferred.to the 3rd Pursuit Squadron, Lieut, Hugo P, Rush will return to the United 
States. about March lst, via the Suez Canal route, Lieuts, David G. Lingle, Donald 
R. Goodrich and H.J. Hanlon, who arrived on the THOMAS February 8th, are the new 
officers assigned to this Flight, 

In addition to his other duties Lieut, Lingle was semaine Post b Preven Mar- 
shal, Police Officer, Intelligence Officer, etc. Along with these assignments, he | 
succeeded to the title of "Chief of the Mangoes", and has already been installed at 
the head of his tribe with appropriate ceremony, Lieut, Hanlon is Assistant Post 
Exchange Officer and slated to succeed Lieut. GC, Lundberg, the present P X.0ff ice: 
upon the departure of the latter for the States in the near future, 

Changes among the enlisted personnel were: Steff Sergeant Fred Chance and Pri- 
vate Lewis Williams returned to the States on the last transport: Private Otha Mc- 
Clintock was transferred ts this flight, from the 6oth-Serwice Squadron for duty in 
our armament section; Private Anthony Hintz was transferred from this flight to 
Headquarters Detachment for duty as Cook in the Headquarters Mess, 

Private Edgar J. Caldwell, our regular Arinament man recently had a miracylous 
escape from fatal injury when struck by a bullet accidentally fired from an aircraft, 
machine gun. He was working on the gun whiie the ship on which it was mounted.was 
standing on the line. The bullet grazed his forehead just above the eyes. The vi- 
sion of his left eye was impared temporarily, but he is recovering rapidly. Since 
the accident, Caldwell was promoted to the grade of Corporal, as a reward for merit 

28th Bombardment Squadron: Captain Aubrey I, Eagle left the: Squadron on Feb- 
ruary 16th, en route to tne United States and his new station, Crissy Field, after 
almost two years duty with this orgenization. 

lst Lieut. LeRoy Walthall, Group and Post Operations, transferred to Brooks 
Field, Texas, February 16th, left that date on the transport "THOMAS", 














Clark Field, Cemp Stotsenburg, P.I. 





During February the squadron flew a totel of 125 hours, 28 of which was per- 
formed for the 60th C.A.C.(A.A.) and consisted of night missions for senrabhi gn 
and gun drills and day missions for the guns, 

Lieuts, Kimble and Spry of this Squadron left on the February preeneea for 
Station at Selfridge Field and the 3rd Attack Group at Fort Crockett, respectively. 
Lieut. P.W. Wolf reported here from Camp Nichols during the month, 

On February 22nd the Squadron gave a farewell ‘party for Master Sergeant Hunter | 
who retired last month, Sergeant Hunter gave a very interesting talk on the old 
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time Army and on the Air Corps in the States since 1912 and in this depurtment since» 


1919. 
fn inter-branch golf match wes heid on the es golf course with the 
following results: 


24th Field Artillery 173 points 
3rd Pursuit Squadron 13 " 
26th Cavairy 5S ° 


A rest camp was established on the China Sea Trial, 18 miles west of Camp 
Stotsenburg, at the base of Mount Pinatubo, This camp will be opened during the 
hot sedson for all of the personnel at Stotsenburg. The trial has been improved to 
such an extent that ladies and children may safely make the trip. 





Kindley Field, Fort Mills; P.I. 


When the Army's old trans-Pacific troopship, ‘the "Thomas" nosed her way through. 
the waters of the North Channel, homeward bound on the 16th, she had aboard two of 
our nopular old timers, First Lieuts, Arthur Thomas and Stenley M, Umstead, "Tommy"; 
bound for Fort Sam Houston, Texas, and "Umpy", booked for Mitchel Field, N.Y., carry. 
with them the best wishes of the command. 

First Lieut. Samuel P. Mills, our former Assistant Engineering, Reclamation, 
Parachute, Armainent and Communications Officer, is off on a period of detached ser- 
vice enjoying a respite from his somewhat arduous duties preparatory to taking off, 
at a later date, for a tour of Europe on his one lunged "Indian", which he assures 
us is the last word in motorcycle craftsinenship. 

To turn back the pages of a few days, to the 9th, when the "Thomas" plied her 
way up the rugged coastline of Southern Luzon, inward bound, a no less personage was 
aboard than one Vincent J. Meloy, 1st Lieutenant, Air Odrps, whose ultimate destina- 
tion for a two-year tour in the tropics was Kindley Field. No sooner had he landed, 
became acquainted all around and settled back with an air of self satisfaction and 


the thought, "How soft this is going to be after a period of duty with the Tennessee: 


National Guard", than our astute Adjutant, Lieut. Albro, relinquished his duties as 
such to him, and Lieut. Meloy promptly resigned himself to the business of working 
the squeaks out of the Adjutant's swivel chair -- this in addition to his other 
duties.” 

Another new comer to Kindly Field during the month was First Lieut. Frederick 
I. Patrick. - Although a member of the 2nd Squadron since September, 1926, this is 
his first duty at this station, he having been corralled and assigned to duty with 
Flight "B", at Camp Nichols, at the time he arrived in the department, With his 


transfer to this station, he inherited the duties of Assistant Engineering Officer, ~ 


Parachute Officer, and iranmeat Officer. 

And Kindley Field sports a Flight Surgeon once more, in the person of Captain 
Lyle C. White, M.C., who also arrived with the "Thomas" on the 9th. He is, ixdead, 
a welcome addition to the family, asit's worth quite a bit to know that we can now 
bung ourselves up to our heart's content, always confident that there is somouns 
present who knows how and where to smear ‘he iodine. ; 

With Captain Knight in command, a flight of three Douglas 0-5's with Captata 

Elmer E. Adler, of the Philippine Air Depot, First Lieuts. Amas S. Albro, Jamos P. 

Hodges, Lucas V. Beau, Jr., of this station, and First Lieut. Sdward M, Powers, of 
Camp Nichols, is touring the Southern Islands with an itinerary as interesting, if 


not ‘more so, than any ever before flow over that part of ‘the archipelago. Tie COM 


bined abilities of Lieut. Albro, as story teller, and Lieut. Hodges as official 
photographer, should register with complete success the trials and tribulations of 
this party thus providing excellent material for an interesting account of the hop 
for next month's news letter. 

The Squadron “got over" in a very creditable manner at a tactical inspection 
held February 11 by Brigadier General Frank M. Caldwoil, U.S.A.,-the Harbor Dofense 
Commarider. The official report on the inspection shows "satisfactory" in all phase: 


of the training observed, viz: gunnery, bombing, radio communication, wagoug® crops” 


ping and photographic work. 


L Our three Douglas planes being away on the Southern Islands flight, the ion? 


present have their hands fuil, with two required in the plane and the other ab vas 
battery acting as liaison officer for a good part of the day _ with the routing 
duties of the field to handle at odd times, 
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oening Amphibian is getting in mayy hours daily, in furnishing “aerial observa vein Me 
for the Harbor Defense target practice which started on the 2lst. The thirve office: 
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The Squadron's top-kick, lst Sgt. Alexander S. Hall, better know about the 
field as “Silver Top", decided he had his fill of the tropics and sailed on the 
"Thomas", the 16th, en route to his new assignment, the 8th Airship Company, Scott 
field, I11. His departure left a big break in the chain of old timers we thought 
would be difficult to replece but, 2 couple days prior to his departure, a long, 
tall, lanky, rawboned Tennessee mountainecr, wearing First Sergeant's chevrons, pre=- 
sented himself on the scene and announced himself as settling here for at least two 
years, The truck load of trunks, crates and boxes he brought with him all bore the 
label "John L. Davis", and his records indicate that he hails from Langley Field, 
Virginia, which facts, together with his ball playing and clerical abilities, seem 
to proclaim him highly eligible to fill the cap created by Sergeant Hall's departure. 


Langley Field, Hampton, Va., April 19th. 





Orders were received transferring the llth Bombardment Squadron from thisy 
station to March Field, the new station just being completed near Riverside, Calif. 
The Langley squadron will leave Norfolk by transport on May 19th for San Piedro, 
Lieut. Lindeberg: will be in command of the squadron, the transfer of officers having 
taken place on April 15th. There are 137 men and officers in the llth Squadron, 

The Squadron came to Langley Field from Brooks Field, Texas, in 1921 and has. since 
held a prominent position in all the activities of the flying field here, The 
Squadron will be changed-into e school squadron when it reaches California. Plans 
are arranged for a big farewell dence by the Squadron in the Langley Field gymnasium 
to which a number of people from all sections of the peninsula were. invited. . 

During the past several months the llth Squadron has been service testing the 
LB-1 bombing planes, 

‘Air Corps Tactical School Detachment: The student officers yere afforded the 
benefit of the Easter vacation this past week, the school being closed and no flying 
scheduled, Flying was resumed April 18th, wher the School was scheduled to start 
training in formation, simulated machine gun training, formation flying, attack 
raids, applying the principles of attack tactics against ground targets, flight 
training of Air Corps personnel. The enlisted personnel were busy the past week 
installing the targets and preparing the new AT-4 type planes and Pl's with machine 
guns, also the other necessary work essential for this kind of training. 

- MajoY Walter H, Frank, Assistarit Commandant of the School, resumed command 
April’ 18th -after an absence of one month. He was on sick leave and underwent an 
operation at Walter Reed General Hospital, Washington, 

Majon Westover with Capt, Cook, Finance Officer, flew cross-country to Bolling 
Field, April 16th, returning the same dey, He piloted an 0-2 plane. 

The School just received from Mitchel Field four Type AT-4 planes for training 
purposes. They were ferried here by the following School officers: Majors: Royce, 
Westover, Lieuts. Aldworth and Austin, - 

Major Bradley, pilot, accompanied by hiajor Hodges, left in an 0-2 on April 11th 
for Fort Benning, Ga., stopping at Atlanta, and returning April 14th. 

Lieut.-Col. Turner, USMC, left Langley in an 0-2 for Quantico, Va., on April ll. 

Lieut. Clayton Bissell flew to Bolling field in an MB-3 plane on April 8th, re- 





‘turning the next day. 


Lieut. McKiernan, Jr., Engineering Officer of the Air Corps Tactical School, 
left in an 0-2-C with one passenger for Miller Field, Staten Island,N.Y., on ‘April 
llth and returned on the 15th. ; 

19th Airship Company: On April: 11th Assistant Secretary of War Davison, accom 
panied by Lieut.-Col. C.C Culver, Commanding Officer of Langley Field, paid a visit 





‘to the Lighter-than-Air hangar, where he spent considerablé time looking over the 


Té-5 and the TC-9 airships and inspecting the various departments in the big hangar. 

The Company spent April 12th, 13th and 14th on the pistol range. The first two 
days were used for practice and the last day for record fire, Most of the men 
Showed very good records and we expect the Company will have, as usual, more experts, 
Sharpshooters and marksmen than any other outfit on this field.. 

Despite the activities on the pistol range numerous flights were made by the 
T+5 and TC-9 airships on April 12th and 15th. The flights were in the nature of 
navigation work and radio missions along the Atlantic Coast and the entire State of 
Virginia, For the first half of this month the Company made 19 flights with these 
Ships for a total of about 44 ship hours and 300 man hours, As several cross-coun- 
try training trips are “being planned for the coming-weck, the ship and man hours 
Will ‘increase considerably by the end of the month. 
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Lieut. Pav] Evert, pilot, and 2nd Lt. R.R. Gillespie, aide, were designated t 
represeht Langiey Field in the National Elimination Balloon Race to be held at 
Akron, Ohio, on May 29th, 

We are very sorry we are two weeks late in announcing the merriage of our lst 


“Sergeant, Steve Stanowich, to Miss Grace Smith, The reason for this is due to the 


fact., that Sergeant Stanowich disappeared on the morning of April lst and was married 
at Portsmouth , Va., without the knowledge of anyone in the Company. But, better late 
than. never, we wish our lst Sergeant a very happy married life and success in the 
future, and especially to beat the Navy football team next season when he enters the 
field as a member of the Army football squad, 

58 th Service Squadron: Activities were more or less at a standstill the past 
week or so, due to the fact that the Squadron was on the pistol range firing for 
record,:- About 61% of the organizetion qualified. This is considered a remarkable 
record for a service squadron to attain since members do not get a chance for much 
practice firing because of the nature of their duties, 

- Our, Squadron Engineering Officer, lst Lt, Edward A. Hillery, left for a month 
or so to perform photographic work at Memphis, Tenn, An Amphibian is being used for 
this mission, 

The Squadron held ite annual dance on the evening of April 9th. A great many 
guests from Hampton, Phoebus and Newport News were present. With many thanks to 
Jimmy Boyles and Gene Grissom we can say the dance hall was decorated in a real 
artistic manner. 

eCth Bombardment. Squadron: Flying activities the past week consisted of aerial 
bombing for the most part, with a little test hopping and training throw in to make 
avariety, A total of 47 flights were made, inwolving 29 hours and 35 minutes, 

Lieut. Allison of the llth Sqdn. and Sgt. Bluhm of this organization returned 








- from Middletown, Pa., April 6th, ferrying an NBS-l whichis to be used in the maneu- 


vers. All hands are still busily engaged in conditioning the planes for these 
maneuyers, 

Lieuts. Walker, Hawkins, Andrews and Allison, ef the llth Squadron, were ree 
cently assigned to this organization, Lieuts. Hewins and Dulligan were attached to 
this organization for flying, % 

20th Observation Squadron: The Squadron flying time the past week tetalled 
over 80 h6urs. Service. tests of DH's equipped with superchargers are being cone 
ducted. Due to the lack of oxygen apparatus the tests were confined to flights to 
ascertain the maneuverability,-gas consumption, speed, rate of climb, etc., up to 
altitudes of 20,000 feet, Lieut. E.S. Davis reached the height of 28,200 feet, bee 
ing forced to discontinue mp SA due to the collapse of his passenger, 





San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, Duncan Field. FOXES s April 16th. 





ronunten? Francesco de Pinedo, the Italian siete; on. his four-continent 
flight in the monoplane “Santa-Maria", arrived at San Antonio, with an escort of a 


- mumber of planes, and landed, at Medina Lake on the afternoon of Saturday, April 2nd, 


‘The preparations necessary for location of landing on the Lake, servicing, anchorage, 
etc., were handled by. this Depot, in charge of Lieut. Thomas H. Chapman, Operations 
Officer, The arrangements were satisfactory to Commander de Pinedo, and his ship 
was completely serviced and ready to take off at the hour originally sec, 5:00 A.M, 
April 3rd. Due, however, to the shortness of the: run possible on the Lake, and the 
fact that there was a dead calm, he was unable to take oft until the following day, 
which he did without incident. 

Lieut. R.V. Ignico, Depot Supply Officer, ant islet, A.W. Vanaman, Chief Engi- 
neer Officer, took off April 15th on a cross-country for Love Field, Dallas, Texas; 
the Little Rock Air Intermediate Depot, Little Rock , Ark.; Hat Box Field, Muskogee 
Okla.; Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla.; and Lowry Fieldy. Denver, Colo, for the purpose 
of inspecting all wooden type airplanes and conferring on maintenance engineering 
and supply problems, 

Lieut. James £, Duke, Jr., returned April 7th, ferrying a C-l-C from the 
Douglas Factory at Santa Monica, Calif. 

During March the following. airplanes and engines were everhauled and repaired 
by the Engineering Department: ..Airplanes -- 8 DH-4M-1, 1-DH-4M-2, 4 DH-4M-2T, 1 
PW-9A, 1 NBS-1, 5 O2-C, 4 02, total. o4:. Engines <= 42 Liberty A 

The work of the Saginsering tehestaedt of this Depot: is: increasing steadily.in 
the preperation of airplanes and equipment to be used in connection with the ap-. 
proaching maneuvers, Among the equipment being prepared is the installation of two 
Browning machine guns on the wings, and the manufacture and installation of bomb 
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rélease equipment on twelve 0-2 airplanes; also the manufacture and installation of 
bomb releases for nine 02-C's for Fort Crockett. This special work has decidedly 
retarded the. regular schedule of production, Every eifort is being made to complete 
the required equipment for the maneuvers and every priority is being given this work 


Headquarters, 18th Pursuit Group, Schofield Barracks, T.H., April ist. 





Fly ing activities during the month consisted of aerial and ground gunnery, com 
bat mianeuvers, aerial tactics and local cross-covniry flights. 

A dedicatory mission was flown in conjunc€ion with Luke Field to assist in the 
dedication of the John Rodgers Airport at Honolulu. 

‘Phe 19th Pursuit Squadron baseball team was defeated in the deciding game in 
the Staff League by the llth Medical Regiment. This leaves the 19th in second place 
while the 6th Squadron has nearly cinched the cellar position. 

A team to represent the Staff, chosen from members of teams participating in 
the Staff League, was entered in the Schofield Regimental League. The team has lost 
two games played thus far, one to the 27th Infantry in a 1l2-inning contest and the 
other to the 35th Infantry. Several players from the Air Corps are members of the 
Staff team and seem to be giving a good account of themselves. 

The Officers Volley Ball teems have been playing each day. The rivalry is kéen 
and the 6th Squadron teams are not having so easy a time vanquishing their rivals, 
the 19th Squadron, 

"Soldier Burke", the Island heavyweight champion, who hails from the 19th Squac. 
ron, defended his honors for the last time this season at the general smoker held in 
the Schofield Boxing Bowl, and as usual emerged the victor, although he was forced 
to extend himself to the limit to hold his crown. 


Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas. 





Major-General Summerall, Chie? of Staff, visited Fort Riley on the 12th and 13¢: 
of April, and the entire garrison turned out to welcome him. The men of the 16th 
Observation Squadron were marched to the scene of General Summerall's address on the 
day of his arrival. A few men were retained at Marshall Field to start the six air- 
planes which escorted General Summerall's train from Manhattan, Kansas, to Fort 
Riley, a distance of about 14 miles, By order of Major Arnold, the six planes were: 
separated into two 3-ship formations, one on each side of the train. 

A few days later the airplanes were gotten out again to tell Brig.-General 
Booth good-bye. A 5-ship Jenny formation was: sent over the scene of assembly first, 
Under the wings in white letters were spelled the following words: "Good-bye, Gen- 
eral Booth, Good Luck". Just as General Booth's train was leaving a 5-ship forma- 
tion of 0-2 airplanes was sent over. Only one mishap occurred, the Jenny piloted 
by Lieut. Jewett being forced down in the vicinity of the farewell assembly. The 
plane bore the name "Booth", 

On April 20th the following pilots and observers flew to Post Field to make 
necessary plans for the Air Corps demonstration to be held there May 9th: Major 
Arnold with Lieut.-Col. Johnson, Cavalry; Lieut, Bevans with Capt. Gates; Lieut, 
Munson with Lieut, Morrison, On the same day Lieut, Fisher piloted Capt. Pratt, 
Flight Surgeon, to Omaha, All ships returned the following day. ; 

Capt. Giles and Lieut. Smith flew in from Fort Leavenworth April 19th to secure 
information concerning the Air Corps demonstrations to be held at Fort Leavenworth. ' 
on May 7th. 

Major Arnold, Commandixig the 7th Division Air Corps, is in ‘command of the Air 
Corps demonstrations to be held at Fort Riley, May Sth; Fort Leavenworth, May 7th 
and Post Field, May 9th. His staff consists of the following officers: ‘Capt. Gates, 
inside Sporations Officer; Capt, Pratt, Outside Operations; Lieut, Bevans, Adjutant; 
Lieut. Munson, Asst. to Capt. Pratt; Lieut, Dyer, Transportation; Lieut. Jewett, 
Personnel; Lieut. Fisher, Armament; Lieut, Morrison, Engineering; Lieut. Randall, 
‘Supply. 

During March the pilots of the 16th Observation Squadron flew many hours, fin- 
ishing the Aerial Otservers' Course given for the student officers.of the Cavalry 
School at Fort Riley. The results of the course were quite satisfactory to the 
Cavalry School, the students having improved remarkably in the work as the course 
Progressed, In addition to the work with the Cavalry School, the 16th Observation 
Squadron constantly performs problems with the 2nd Cavalry regiment at Fort Riloy. 

Within the last month or two, two new Air Corps babies arrived at Marshall 


Field, The Arnolds have a fine boy and the Randalls a sweet baby girl, 
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Lieut, Skow was off duty ubout ten days lest month as a result of a tunailitis 
operation, He hes recovered and feeling quite well again, 
The Air Corps Backelers of the 1éth Observetion Squadron gave 2 party for the 


officers and wives of the organization on April lst. It wes a sure enough April Foot 


party. A bigger time was not possible to be had, The humor of the Flight Surgeon’ 
and the originality of the Cavalry officer, Bill Wood, who was invited, lent a spicy 
aspect to the evening, Speaking of originality, Mrs, Ray Morrison displayed a most 
original costume. ‘It. O'Conner was unanimously elected Sergeant-at~Arms, It is cer 
tein that he performed his duties well. The food was eaten and everybody danced, 
uusic was:furnished by a S-piece colored orchestra, 
During the past two,weeks the pilots were busily engaged in aerial gunnery and 

ombing., Some very good scores were recorded, The officers and men were also on th: 

pistol range. During the last week in Avril they snot for record. 


idexwell Field,. ilontgomery , ayes April 15th. 





A demonstration of an aerial, attack by planes. upon ground targets was given Apr, 
13th before the student officer class at the Infantry School, Two O-2 planes were 
used, Lieuts. Gross and Whatley, pilots, with Major Richards and Lieut, Cote as gun- 
ners, gunned and bombed a hill directly in front of the class, The same day also se. 


_the departure of Lieut, Old and Staff Sgt. Powers for Memphis, where they are to do 


some aerial photography in connection with the survey of that section of Tennessee 
being conducted by the Corps of Engineers, 

Lieut. Denniston returned from Aberdeen with a tow-target DH on April 12, 

Cadet Woolard,stationed here, holds the record so far for the flight from Atlex. 
ta to Maxwell Field, inaanehs ine a DH and aided by a young gale he made the flight in 
50 minutes. : ; aR 

On April 4th the Squadron successfully demonstrated to the. student officer clas 
at the Infantry School the actual use of two way radio communication, both telegraph: 
and telephone. With no shbelded planes at the field this was no easy task, Major 


_ Richards gave a short lecture to the class on the methods and equipment used by 


observers, 

Lieuts. WD, 0 da and Claire Stroh returned to duty, the former from a two monti 
leave in sunny:Florida and the latter from a period of detached service at Pope Fic’ 
Lieut. Old stated that he was kept on the ‘jump trying to avoid failing banks, flat 
land booms,eand racing "Sun Beams", Lieut .Strah iioidvarg @ very pleasant stay at Pops 


_ Field and Fort: Bragg. 


April lst saw the return of Lieuts, fininriuby « McCoy, arid Whatley, with Pvt. Rus}: 
ing, Sgt. Messer, and Pvt. Holden: as passengers, from New Orleans, where they had 
gone to welcome and lend aid to-Commander de Pinedo upon his arrival in the United 
States, Lieut. Gross flew to New Orleans ‘on the first to be on hand the next morn- 
ing to escort Commander de Pinedo on his flight to Galvesten., A camera man flying 
with Lieut. Gross took moving pictures of Commander de Pineda's departure from New 
Orleans. Lieut, Gross with Col. Danforth as passenger returned to Maxwell Field on 
the afternoon of the 2nd, 

Cross-country flights other than those above mentioned were as follows: Lieut. 
014 with.Col. Danforth to. ‘Atlante in a TW-5; Lt. Knapp in a DH4M2 to Ft. Bénning; L’ 
Wheatley with Capt. Woodbury, Res. in a TW-5 to Pensacola,Fla.; Cadet Woolard with 
Pvt. Rushing in a DH4M2°to Atlanta; Lt. Stroh ‘with Capt. Woodbury, Res., to Birming: 
ham;- Lt, Cote with Major Richards to’ Pensacola, Fla’, in an 0-2, 


Headquarters, 2nd Division Air Corps, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, April 30th. 


The 12th Observation Squadron has been doing Liaison work aaity with the groun 
troops, 

-Lieuts, Thomas and Ogden, Staff Sets. Wiggs and Williamson departed on a cross: 
country flight April 25th for Fort’ Clark, Camp Marfa, Fort Bliss, Fort Huachuca, 
Lordsburg and Camp Stéven D, Little, on.Corps Area Commander's inspection. 

Staff Sgt. Morris Martin reported for duty with this organization on April 26, 
from Airdrome at Fort Clark, ‘Toxas, where he was on detached service for some time. 
Sgt. Martin will take over the duties of Personnel Sergeant Major. 

* Corporalg Duke, Meredith and Private Matthews completed courses of instruct+ior 
at Chanute Fielu Rantoul ,I11.,and returned to this organization for duty. 

-:Phe members of this organization aré enjoying recreation at the Squadron Swi 
ming Pool, located on Salado Creek, about.oné mile from the barracks. The poo™ hi 


been’ btddvbed with spring boards, bath houses, etc., and life guards have been 

detailed, as well as guards to see that it is used only by members of the sduairo... 
i James F, Ryan died of heart trouble on April 19th, and was buried on “Apwk. 

22nd at the National Cemetery, this station, Sergeant Ryan was very conscientious 
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and efficient in the performance of his duties, He had completed over 19 years: of 
service, This organization and his many friends deeply regret his death. 
Capt.Clearton H.Reynolds reported here ‘for duty on Apr.22nd from Bolling Field, 
DG. 
Staff Sgt.Pierce made a cross-country to Fort Bliss for the purpose of ferrying 


personnel. 
Lt. Weyland and Master Sgt.Dahlgren made a cross-country flight to Fort Clark 
on.a photographic mission, 


Hdars.end Div. Air Corns,Ft, Sam Houston ,Texas ,April 30th. (By Lt.Arthur Thomas) 





The new Headquarters Building has been completed, with the exception of a few 
finishing touches, The personnel of the Headquarters and Operations Departments mov- 
ed in and are carrying on business as usual, The personnel of the Medical Department 
are getting things in readiness to move into their new location in the new Headquart~ 
ers building. This change was scheduled for April 18, ; 

Excavation has started on the flying field in order that it may be in readiness 
for the combined maneuvers to take place in May. The 2nd Division Engineers are co= 
operating with this squadron in enlarging the flying field, , P 

The personnel of this organizetion regret the loss of Sgt. Frank Hickey who die 
Monday ,Apr.llth at the stetion Hospital,and their sympathy goes out to his loved one 

Technical Sct. W.L. Baxter received orders transferring him to duty at France 
Field, Panama Canal Zone. Sgt, Baxter and family will sail from New York City about 
May 18th. Sgt. Riley will relieve Sgt, Baxter as Sergeant Major about May Ist. 

The qualifications of the personnel of this organization while on the pistol 
range from March 28th to April 5th, inclusive, were above overage. While it may not 
be the best everage in the Air Corps, we are proud of the 91% standing, 

Master Sgt, Thile was honorably discharged from this organization Apr.4th,per 
expiration of service,and reenlisted the following day, departing for California on ¢ 
90-day furlough, 

Pvt. lst Cl.Claude Wolfe was honorably discharged from this organization Apr.l 
per expiration of service, reenlisted Aprsllth and is now on 30-day furlough. 

Cross-country flights were made as follows: Lts.Weddington and Smith to Dallas, 
fexas,Apr.l0th to hold a conference regarding survey of JN planes,returning same dat 
Ltg, Weddington and Thomas to Tucson,Ariz.jApr.2nd in connection with the moving of 
the Airdrome at Tucson to the new location, returning Apr, 4th. 

Lt. Ogden with the assistance of Staff Sgt. Carr are rounding into form the 2n¢ 
Div, Air Corps baseball nine, Having an adequate supply of prospects to pick from 
the team will give the Fort Sam leaguers some stiff scapetiéean this season, 


Norton Field, Columbus ,Ohio. (By Joe Allen) 





There is great rejoicing around Norton Field after an announeement that we havé 
100 hours to fly away this fiscal year. Everybody had given up hope of pushing a 
Jenny until the 4th of July, end as the word spread thru town Andy was kept busy on 
the phone saying "no, it isn't a barrack rumor; we really have got it", and then a 
whoop of joy on the other end of the line and the good news traveled on and on al- 
most as fast as bad news would. 

The echoes of the above good news hadn't died away yet when our C .0.,Lt,McKee, 
flew in from Middletown A.1,D. with a new ship for this station, a TW-3, The C,0,. 
promised the boys that they could let up on the Jennys and push the "Leaping Lena", 
as it has already been dubbed, Lt. McXee had quite an exciting and an eventful 
trip thru the hills of Pennsylvania, and in order to keep the "Reserves" from get- 
ting "gun-shy" we won't say what happened on the said trip, but will check up on 
"Lena" good and strong before we let her “leap" again, 

To men stationed at the Regular Army fields this bit of news is out of place, 
but to us and the visiting pilots and mechanics it is very significant. The C,0, 
at Norton finally got money appropriated to drill a well and install septic tanks 
in order to make wash rooms and water available at this station. We have struggled 
along for four years without these conveniences, They will be luxurzes to us,but 
to men stationed at Regular Army fields they would be classed as necessities, We 
are also building sleeping accommodations on the field for pilots and mechanics 
who do not wish to go to Columbus over night. 

Flying activities are picking up in this vicinity. During the last two or 


three weeks Wacos,Canucks, Jennies and Standards are being pulled out of storage 


and groomed for the season. The Columbus Flying Service Co.,in: charge of Capt. L. 
G, Mulzer, has been doing quite a bit of flying in the last two weeks, 

Lt, McKee has been kept busy ferrying Reserve officers to Wright Field for 
their 609, so that they can just eat up the time allotted to us, 

Lieut, Strommne, of Wright Field, who lately returned from the Islands, dropped 
in on us to give Norton Field the once over. 
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Selfridse Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., May lst. 


Upon the arrival in Detroit of the German Ambassador to the United States, 
Baron Aso von WMaltzan, a flight of 24 planes from the vost zoomed over the city 
in welcome, and for 20 mimites showed the residents of the "auto city" all the 

tricks of the trade. 

Lieut. Lyons from McCook Field recently reported for temporary duty with the 
Group, while the regular members are absent on maneuvers. .° . 

Lieut. Doolittle took off April 20th for Langley Ficld with the Transport. 
It is to be left there and caps Doolittle will return by »vlance. 

The five Cadets at this station were roccatly civen commissions as end Lts, # 
and were comolimentcd with a Fe is on Saturday night, Avril edrd. j 

Twenty-four years' actual service in the Regular Army culminated in the 
retirement of lst Set. Frank Sharne, for the vast four years a member of the 
57th Service Squadron, on Avril 15th. Six years and cisht months double time for 
foreign service madc wp the required 30 years for retirement purgoses. During ag 
honorable and eventful Aray career, Set. Sharpe served in the end, 9th, 21st and 
27th Infantry reciments and lastly in the Air Corys. ‘On April 18th a review wag? 
held in honor of this soldier. He cnters retirement..with the best wishes of 
every member of the First euraalt Group. 

Major Lanphier journcyed to the home of "cereals" recently to attend the 
copvontion of the Michigan Litesattonn, a socicty of aviation devotees of the 

"Folverinc" state. In expressing his opinion on aerial travel, Major Lanphier 
declared that the overhead method of transportation was considered by him tobe 
the safest means. He also stated that this newest method of travel should be 
kept before the sublic continually in order to insure its future success, just. 
as the automobile for the »ast 20 years has been flaunted as the best means of 
getting to vlaces. Other notable suests at the convention were Licut. Ogden of 
"Round the World fame"; State Representative Verner, Mayor John W. Bailey of 
Battle Creck and Hon. Wm. P. McCracken, Assistant Sccretary of Commerce in 
Charge of Aviation. Fifty-three pilots and manufacturers were present at the 
cathering. 
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Wrizht Field, Fairfield, Ohio, May 6th (V.M. Moore) 





On May 2nd ten airplanes, enroute from Lan-ley Ficld, Va., to Brooks Field, 
arrived here, remaining until the mornince of May 3rd. Major Lewis H. Brereton 
was in.command, and the other officers were Captains Willis H. Hale, R.A. Day, 
Lieuts. Phillips Melville, Vorhcoes, Walker, Dawson, Wilson, Lowe and Cadet 
Roscoe. Amons the ten planes were six NBS-l's, one NBS-4, one MB-2, one LB-5, 
and one DH4M-2P. Major Brereton pilotcd the LB-5. Four more bombardment planes, 
enroute to the maneuvers, arrived on May 4th, piloted by Lieuts. Morris, Malone; 
Dulligan and Hewins. Thoy left for Chamute Field the following day. 

Colonel G.H. Jamerson, of the Insvector General's Devartment, made an 
inspection at Wright Field on May lst, 2nd and 3rd. 

Brig. General James E. Fochet arrived on May 3rd by air enroute to the 
maneuvers at San Antonio. He left on the afternoon of the same day. 

. Lieut. Frank D. Hackett arrived from‘Santa Monica April 29th, forrying a 
C-l airplane. 

A number of dances were recently given, among them being the Officers! 
Dance on April 16th and the Wilbur Wrirsht Welfare Dance on April 2end.' Others 
are planned for the near fvture. 

Licut. Milo McCune with Mr. Cherles of the Engineering Dept. flew: to 
Burgess Ficld in a DH4-Me for the sursvose of making emer-scncy repairs on a C-l 
which landec about 15 miles from that station. 

The Ensinecrinz Dept., under the direction of Captain Laughlin, was ex- 
tremely busy with a creat vavicty of airplanes and engine repair work. A number 
of AT-1 and PW-8 airplanes were received from Selfridse Field for overhaul,while 
several PT-1 airplanes are being assembled for training of Reserve officers. A 
large number of parachutes, to be used in the maneuvers, were repaired and 
shipped to San Antonio. é 

Lieut. Mark H. Redman, recently reportinz for duty at Wright Field, has been 
designated as Post Commmications Officer and Model Airway Commmnications 
Control Officer. 
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